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Cypress, California; Wdnesday, April 19, 2023;
10: 07 AM - 12:03 P. M

-000-

ALAN GAM NO,
havi ng solemly stated to tell the truth,

was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. RODERI CK:
Q Good norning, M. Gam no.
Can you pl ease --
Good nor ni ng.
Can you pl ease state your nanme for the record.
Yes. M nane is Al an Gam no.

Have you ever been known by any ot her nanes?

> O » O >

No. That's ny only nane.

Q Al right. Before we begin today, for
i dentification purposes, do you have a California
driver's license?

A Yes, | do.

Q Do you have that on you, and if you do, if you
could please just hold it up to the canera, I'll take a
screen shot. W won't put any nunbers on the record.

A O course. Gve ne one second. (Indicating.)

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q | think I got it. Let ne just nake sure that
It's not blurry.
Perfect. GCkay. W' re good.
(A discussion was held off the record.)

M5. RODERI CK:  So back on the record.

Of the record, | will represent for the
record, that our deponent provided to us a copy of his
driver's license, which I will not put the nunbers on
t he record.

But I will represent for the record, that the
| i cense depicts a picture of our deponent.

I wll also say that the deponent provided to
us his social security off the record. W did conpare
that with the application filed, and it does not match.
It just appears there's a couple nunbers that are a
clerical error, and Ms. Foley has confirnmed that that
application will be corrected.

M5. FOLEY: Yes.

Q BY M. RODERICK: M. Gamino, your license did
have a second nane.

A Uh- huh.

Q It says Corrales, Co-r-r-a-l-e-s. |Is that
anot her nane that you have used?

A SO -- so thisis -- right now|l'm Anerican

citizen. Before | used to be a resident, and when |

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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became Anerican citizen, we delete Corrales to make ny
name shorter.
And ny passport, Anmerican -- in ny
U S. passport | only have Alan Gamino. This is -- this
IS -- it's not expired yet, but it's still ny full --
full long nane. You know, they're pretty |long. But
here in Anmerica it's nore easy to have just one | ast
nare.
Q kay. Cot it.
So you were born -- is it fair to say you were
born Al an Gam no Corral es?
A Yes.
Q And then you changed the nane to just Al an

Gam no when you becane an Anerican citizen on what day?

A | becane an American citizen on March, 2021 --
no. No. [I'msorry. WMrch, 2011.

Q kay.

A Do you need to see ny passport?

Q No, you're fine. You're fine. | just wanted

to make sure we have a record of all the nanes that you
have ever used.

A Yes.

Q Have you used any ot her nanes other than Al an
Gam no Corrales and Al an Gam no?

A No, that's it. That's the only nanes | have.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q Have you ever had your deposition taken before?

A No.

Q Did you have a chance to prepare with Ms. Fol ey
bef ore begi nni ng today?

A Yes.

Q Can you estimate for us how |l ong you prepared
wi th Counsel ?
An hour. An houri sh.
kay. And are you testifying fromyour hone?
Yes.

Is there anyone else in the roomwth you?

> O » O »r

No.

Q Al right. Because you've had an opportunity
to prepare with Counsel, nost |likely sone of the things
"' mabout to say are going to seema little repetitive,
but I need to nmake sure on the record that you
under st and what your obligations are when you are in a
deposi tion proceedi ng.

Even though you are at hone in a casual
environment, our court reporter has placed you under
oath, and what that nmeans is you are obligated to tel
the truth.

So even though you're at hone, your testinony
has the sanme force and effect in this proceedi ng today

as if you were actually in a courtroomtestifying before

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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a judge or a jury.

In California, it can be deened a felony if you
do not tell the truth when under oath. So just so
you're aware, it's absolutely a requirenent that you be
truthful and honest during this proceeding.

In order to assist you with that, we nust ask
you not to guess. |If you do not know the answer to a
guestion, sinply say you do not know, and that's
perfectly acceptable.

If you guess and you're wong, it could | ook
| i ke you were intentionally not telling the truth. So
don't guess. |If you don't know, that's fine.

But with that said, we are entitled to your
best estimates.

Do you understand the difference between an
estimte and a guess?

A Yes.

Q kay. |'msure you do understand, but just so
it's patently clear, if we ask you to nake an estimate,
it nost likely will be in regard to a date that
somet hi ng occurred. Such as you m ght not renenber
exactly when you becane an Anerican citizen, but you are
the one that went through that whol e proceeding and so
you can say 2011 as an estinmate.

If I were to ask you when | becane an Anerican

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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citizen, you don't know ne so you have no idea. You
woul d have to guess.

Most |ikely when we ask you for an estimte, it
will be inregard to a date |like that. W typically
don't renmenber exactly when sonething occurred, but
since we |ived through the event, we can provide an
esti mat e.

I mght ask you how nuch sonethi ng wei ghed. |
woul d not expect you to have actually placed the item on
a scale, but if you have lifted it up yourself, you
could potentially provide an estimate of the weight.

If you feel you have no ability to provide an

estimate, you just need to tell wus.

Ckay?
A kay.
Q Sonetinmes nmy questions aren't all that
wel | -phrased. | don't do that intentionally, but if |

ask a question that is confusing to you, please tell ne
it's confusing, and |I'm perfectly happy to rephrase the
guesti on.

If you answer the question, it will be assuned
by the reader of your testinony that you understood the
question. So if you do not understand, the obligation
Is on you to tell nme, and I'll rephrase it.

Everything that is said here today is -- it

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY 10
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will be transcribed by our court reporter and put into
what we call a transcript. You'll be given the
opportunity to read your testinony, make any changes,
and then sign under penalty of perjury.

| need to caution, however, that should you
make any changes of a substantive nature such as a yes
to a no, those changes could affect your credibility so,
again, it's inportant that you are accurate this first
time around.

Pl ease answer as you have thus far, neaning
audi bly. Even though in everyday conversation, we shrug
our shoul ders and nod our head, our court reporter has
to wite everything down so everything has to be out
| oud.

And even though you will be able to anticipate
what |'m about to say, please try to allow ne to finish
ny whol e question. | will try to allow you to finish
your whole answer. |It's inportant that we do not speak
over each other because that's difficult for our court
reporter.

kay?

Ckay.

Q Can you think of any reasons why you coul d not
gi ve accurate testinony here this norning?

A | mean there's no reason. |'mokay right now

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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to do it.

Q Ckay. Good. Did you take any nedi cations
within the | ast 24 hours?

A Yes.

Q What did you take?

A | took Tylenol in the norning before -- before
t he deposition.

Q Is that just over-the-counter Tyl enol ?

A Uh- huh.  Yeah.

Q That's a yes?

A It's like kind of painkiller that ny doctor
prescribed ne.

Q So it was a prescribed nedication?

A Uh- huh.

Q Who prescribed it for you?

A My doctor. It's kind of long nanme. | can grab
the bottle to give it to you. |Is that okay?

Q If you coul d.

A Yes. Gve nme one second. Umm so this is the
(indicating) nedication | take prescribed by ny doctor.

Q Perfect. |If you could -- okay. Hold it right
there real fast.

And | see that it's Acetam nophen --
A Uh- huh.

Q -- 650 mlligrans.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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If you could turn the bottle just to see if we
can see the nanme of the prescribing doctor.
A (I'ndicating.)

Q Maybe take it a little further away fromthe

A (I'ndicating.)
Q There you go. Al right.
Maybe it's easier, actually, if you read for us

who the doctor is.

A kay. So ny doctor -- his last nane is
Bal akhani .

Q Can you spell that for us.

A Yes. | wll spell his last nane. So it's
B-a-l-a-k-h -- h-a-n-i Bal akhani. He's --

Q What is his first name?

A Hs nane is with S. | always call him
Dr. Bal akhani. But his first nane, it starts with an S

Q Is his first nane on the bottle or no?

A No. |It's prescriber S. Balakhani. | always
call himDr. Balakhani. He told ne his first nanme |ong
ti me ago.

Q No probl em
So where is Dr. Bal akhani | ocated?
A He's in -- Conmmerce.

Q Do you know the nane of the street he's on?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q
A

Yeah. G ve nme a second.
Do you need the full address?
If you have it.

It's like a clinic that | normally go to. Umm

5427 Whittier Boulevard. This is in Los Angel es,

California. Zip code, 90022.

Q

o » O »

t hat you

G eat.

Is there an actual name to the clinic?

Yes.

What's the clinic called?

Al t aMed.

Is Dr. Bal akhani your primary care physician
see if you have a cold or sonething Iike that?
Yes.

How | ong has he been your primary care doctor?

Wll, | changed. | -- | just got himlike six

nmont hs ago.

Q

> O » O >r

Q
County?

Did you have a primary care doctor before that?
Yes.

Who was that ?

Dr. MKenzie.

And where is Dr. MKenzie |ocated?

She's in Orange County. Do you need --

Do you know nore specifically than O ange

A street or acity?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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A Yeah. The city -- it's, umm Orange. She's in
Orange, California.

Q And you said the |ast nane is MKenzie?

A Correct. Dr. Adita MKenzie.

M5. FOLEY: Counsel, | think the name of the
doctor is Shahryar Bal akhani, something Iike that.
M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Perfect. Thank you.

Q And | think I've found Adita MKenzie.
However, is it possible that Adita McKenzie is a nurse
practitioner and not a doctor?

A Yes. She's like a nurse but with
specialized -- she's -- she's prescribe too, yes. |
think she's a nurse, but she can prescribe as well.

Q Is she with a particular clinic that you know
of ?

A Yes. She's with AltaMed in Orange -- Gty of

O ange.
Q kay. And how | ong was she your primary care?
A I'"'mestimte it can be around five years.

Five, six years.

Q Was there anything you treated with
Dr. McKenzie or nurse practitioner McKenzie with on a
regul ar basis? In other words, did you go in for
treatment of hypertension or any other nedical condition

t hat needed regul ar follow up?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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A Well, sonetines | will go for, unm-- for
physicals. | nean or even with treatnents, a cold.

Things if | need it.

Q Ckay. But nothing on a regul ar basis?
A Hmm no. | nean -- | nean reqgular basis wl|
be like -- like an exanple like sonething that she needs

to prescribe ne every day or?

Q I nmean if you have hypertension, you need to go
in and get your blood pressure checked regularly or if
you have di abetes, you need your sugar |evels checked.
Anyt hing you need to go in every few nonths for an
eval uati on?

A Yeah. GCkay. Well, basically, umm she wll
prescribe nme, unmm a treatnent that | have to be checked
every four nonths.

Q What was that for?

It's called Prep.

Prep? P-r-e-p?

P-r-e-p.

And what's the nedical condition?
To prevent H V.

Ckay.

It's to prevent.

And you would go in every four nonths for that?

> O » O » O » O >

Correct. So you basically have to go every

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY 16



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

four nmonths. Umm so just nake sure everything is going

good with your organs, wth your kidneys. So the pil
I's not hurting anything on you. So everything is good
so far.
Q Excel | ent.
Have you been di agnosed with HI V?
No.
Q And the nedication that you showed us, do you

know what that nedication was prescribed for?

A Yes.

Q What was it prescribed for?

A | have chronic -- like a chronic |unbar pain.
A chronic back pain. A chronic -- chronic | ower back
pain. | have constantly pain in ny shoul ders and ny
neck and ny -- ny legs as well. M lower extremty

that's because |'mtaking painkillers too in order to
function and go to work.

Q kay. When did you first gointo
Dr. Bal akhani for the | ow back pain and the other
ort hopedi ¢ pai ns you' re havi ng?

A So this happened -- this synptons start to
happen |ike nore than a year ago also |like a year
officially. 1've been taking pills over-the-counter,
and | ask Dr. Bal akhani just to give ne this

prescription probably like the |ast -- when was it? --

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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| ast nonth, | think. Yeah. No. January on the
begi nni ng of the year.

Q You had that prescription given to you back
when you were treating at the Orange AltaMed | ocation?

A No. | wll take painkillers, but I nmean | go
to CVS pharmacy and buy painkillers.

Q Was your treatnment with Dr. Bal akhani in
January of this year the first tinme you went in and
sought treatnent for your orthopedic pains?

A | have previous, umnm problemthat he was
treating ne for.

Q What was the previous problenf?

A | have anem a

Q And Dr. Bal akhani was treating you for anem a?

A He will prescribe ne -- | nean if | go back
back, | have like a lesion, umm in ny -- in ny stonmach
that | probably got even worse at work. And | was
trying to keep it in -- how do you say this? -- contro
it with Dr. Balakhani. | went to ER | ast year because
of the thing that happened to ne. But yeah.

Q Wi ch energency roomdid you go to |ast year?

A Culver Gty Hospital. |It's called Southern
California Culver City.

Q Ckay. As far as treatnent for your orthopedic

pains that you told us about -- and we'll get into all

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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of it inalittle nore detail -- but just for the

pur poses of this question, your chronic | ow back pain
you're tal king about, as far as treatnent for that, was
the first tinme you sought treatnent in January of this
year ?

A Well, | nmention it, these problens to ny
previ ous manager; right? But unm | used to treat
nyself with pills over-the-counter. | started taking
medi cation fromny current doctor of this year. Yeah,
January. But it's these issues have been nore than a
year.

Q " mnot tal king about issues. |'mjust
talking -- and we'll get into all your issues. |I'mjust
tal ki ng about trying to get an understandi ng of the
medi cal .

A Ckay.

Q And so the first time you went to a doctor for
t he orthopedi c synptons was January of this year;
correct?

A Around January, yeah.

Ckay. \What is your date of birth?
10/ 4/ 87.
And where were you born?

Mexi co.

O » O » O

When did you first conme to the United States to

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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resi de?
A Like to live officially?
Q Yes.
A Um | renenber the year.
Q The year is fine.
A The year is fine? GCkay. 2011.
Q And when you first canme to reside, what area of
the state did you live in?
A It was in San Diego. Chula Vista, California.
Q Have you lived in California the entire tine
since you' ve been in the States?
A Correct. Yes.
Q What is your current hone address?
A My current hone address is 8220 West Norton

Avenue, Apartment 3, West Hol | ywood, California 90046.

Q How | ong have you lived at that address?

A Novenber -- |ast Novenber. Novenber, 2022.
Q Who do you live at that address with?

A I'"'malone. | live by nyself.

Q Have you ever been married?

A No.

Q And you are not currently married; correct?
A ["'m not marri ed.

Q And do you have any children?

A No.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q

What was your address imrediately prior to the

Nort on Avenue address?

A

Angel es,

Q

3767 O arington Avenue, Apartnent 229, Los
California 9034.
THE REPORTER:  Counsel, can we take a break?
M5. RODERI CK:  Sure.

(A recess was taken.)
M5. RODERI CK:  Back on.

M. Gami no, how long did you live at the

Cl ari ngton Avenue address?

A

o r» O » O

got this

Q
A

Three years.

And who did you live at this address with?
Wth a friend. A roommte.

Way did you nove to your current address?
VWhy ?

Yes.

Umm because | want to have ny own pl ace.
opportunity so | took the chance to nove.
What was the nane of your roommate?

| don't renenber his |ast nane, but | can give

you the first nane.

> O »

Ckay.

H s name i s Kevin.

Did you live with himfor the full three years?

Uh- huh.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q Is that a yes?
Yes.

Q As we are only back about four years, al nost
five years, do you renenber where you lived before the
A arington address?

A I live in Orange County back then. Umm | live
a few places in Orange County. But | don't renenber
what city. | don't renenber.

Q How | ong were you in Orange County in total?

A Total ? Maybe |ike six years.

Q What is the |ast year of education that you

have conpl et ed?

A Bachel or' s degree.

Q Where did you obtain that?

A Umm bachel or's degree in architecture.

Q ['"msorry?

A Can you repeat the question again.

Q Where did you obtain your bachel or's degree?

A Oh, okay. Sorry. | got it in Mexico.

Q At what school ?

A I will say in English | guess. |bero Anericana

Uni versity.
Q Was there a focus for your bachelor's?
A Yes. |It's a bachelor's degree in architecture.

Q And when did you obtain it?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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A 2000 -- well, | fully graduate 2012, 2013.
2013.

Q Were you taking those courses online there at
the end since you noved to the States in 2011?

A I was going back and forth. | used to live in
the border with Baja, California in San Diego so | used

to cross the border pretty often. Sonetines these

cl asses -- these classes would be online; correct, and
sonetines it will be | have to go to the classroom

Q Is it fair to say Spanish was your first
| anguage?

A Spanish is ny first | anguage.

Q You seemto have a very good conmand of the
English | anguage to ne, but | just want to point out to
you that you are entitled to an interpreter. Because we
do not have an interpreter here for you, the burden is
on you for you to tell us if at any tinme you feel |ike
there's a | anguage barrier and that you're not
under st andi ng because of any | anguage barrier and at
that point, we will need to get an interpret for you.

Ckay. Thank you.

Q Yes. |If you continue testifying, however, it
w Il be assuned that there was no | anguage barrier.
Ckay?
A kay.
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M5. FOLEY: So can | just verify with ny
client?

Al an, are you saying that you are okay to
continue to testify in English, or do you need an
interpreter? How do you feel about it?

THE WTNESS: | can continue in English.

M5. FOLEY: Ckay.

THE WTNESS: |If you guys are okay with that.

M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Fine by ne.

Q So when did you first start working for
Bl oom ngdal es?

A Sept enber, 2019. Yes.

Q Where did you work imedi ately prior to
begi nni ng work at Bl oom ngdal es in Septenber of 20197

A | don't renenber.

Q It mght be easier that you received your
degree in 2012 or 2013. Can you renenber the first job
that you had after obtaining your bachel or's degree?

A | used to work for a studio, collaborating with
an architect just doing drawi ngs, technical stuff.

Q Do you renenber the nanme of the studio that you
were working wth?

A Bl ue Sky St udi o.

Q And where is Blue Sky | ocated?

A It was an i ndependent conpany. So he -- the
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architect that | used to work with, he was independent.
He didn't have |ike an actual place.

Q When you received your salary fromhim did it
cone on a paycheck that said Blue Sky?

A No. He used to normally pay ne with cash.

Q So to your know edge, you don't know if Bl ue

Sky was incorporated or it was a true |icensed business?

A Wll, it was like a part-tinme thing. It's how
| started working to earn sone noney. So no, | don't
know.

Q How | ong did you work for Blue Sky?

A Less than six nonths.

Q Was it part-tine the whole tinme?

A Part-time.

Q Where did you work after that?

A | nmean | did a few projects |ike coll aborations

wi th Mexican architect, and | used to work at hone. |
did a fewthings so | don't renenber. It's been nore
than ten years now.

Q How | ong did you work doing those projects with
an architect that was | ocated in Mexico?

A Probably |i ke between three years. Around
three years.

Q And what was your job after that?

A At this point | should get ny resune because
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| ' ve been doing several things. | nean | can tell you
the one that | did in Orange County.

Q Ckay.

A | have -- | have two jobs in Orange County.

One of them | used to work in Newport Beach, California

in a real estate conpany. | used to do like office
duti es.

Q What was the nane of the real estate conpany?

A Western States Devel opnent.

Q And you said that's |ocated in Newport Beach?

A Uh- huh.

Q And you said that you perforned office duties?

A O fice duties.

Q Was that a part-tinme or a full-tinme job?

A Full -time job.

Q How | ong did you work for then?

A Probably like -- | don't renmenber. Umm |
don't remenber. | want -- | don't want to say the wong
answer .

Q Can you estimate for us? Was it like a nonth?

Mre |like a year? Mire like five years?
A More than a year for sure.
Q Way did you stop working for thenf
A Because | found another job related to ny

car eer.
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Q And what was that job?
A It's the conpany -- it's called Planks U. S., an
I nterior design conpany based in Santa Ana, California.
Q And |'msorry. What was the nanme of the
conpany?
A Um Pl anks, P-l-a-n-k-s, Planks U. S.
How | ong did you work for Planks?
Probably |like a year.
What did you do for then?
Drafting. Interior designing, drafting.

Way did you stop working for thenf

> O » O » O

They -- they were not -- they were not good

with finances and they | et people go.

Q You were laid off?

A Uh- huh.

Q Is that a yes?

A Yes.

Q Can you recall what year it was that you worked
for thenf

A | don't renenber.

Q Where did you work after working at Planks?

A | believe after | got that, umm | -- | Kkept
wor ki ng on ny things, you know, |ike doing draw ngs and

little projects that will keep nyself busy. And after

that it's probably when | started | ooking -- working for
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Bl oom ngdal es i n Sept enber, 2019.

Q Ckay. So when you were working on your own
proj ects between Pl anks and Bl oom ngdal es, was that
probably for about two or three years?

A Around two years, yeah.

Q Have you ever sustained any injuries at any of

your prior jobs or places of enploynent?

A Can you repeat that question again for ne,
pl ease.
Q Did you sustain any injuries at any of your

prior jobs?
A No.
Q When you first started working with

Bl oom ngdal es was at the Sherman Oaks store?

A Yes.

Q Have you worked at any ot her Bl oom ngdal es
| ocati on?

A No.

Q When you first started working at
Bl oom ngdal es, did you have any other job that you al so
wor ked at, what we call concurrent enpl oynent?

A No.

Q When you initially started with Bl oom ngdal es,
what were you hired to do?

A | was hired to be a sal es associ at e.
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Was it part-time or full-time?
Ful I -time.

And what departnent?

> O » QO

Men's Departnment. Men's departnent.

Q When you were first hired, who was your
supervi sor ?

A Dani el Joyce.

Q Thr oughout your enpl oynent with Bl oom ngdal es,
have you remained in the nen's departnent, or has your

posi tion changed?

A It's been the sane the whole tine.

Q Is M. Joyce still your supervisor?

A No.

Q Who i s your current supervisor?

A H's nane is Lee with double E, |ast nane Brazi
with Z.

Q Can you spell his last nanme for us?

A Yes. B-r-a-z-e -- oh, no. I'msorry. Let ne
spell it one nore tinme. GCkay. Gkay. B-r-a-z-i-I.

Brazil with Z
Q Thank you.
What are your current job duties as a sales
associate in the nen's departnent?
A kay. So custoner service, keep the floor in

good condition, bring clothes to the floor, go to the
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stockroom work in by sizing stuff, the nmerchandi sing,
lift boxes, lift boxes with hangers, basically bring the
clothes fromthe stockroomto the front so | can sell
them Basically just that.

Q Can you estinmate for us what the heaviest item
Is that you have to |ift?

A It depends because it can be between 40 -- 40
to 45 pounds.

Q What objects are 40 or 45 pounds?

A Cl othing and boxes with hangers inside. Big

ones. | have to carry to the floor and just do ny,
unm -- swap hangers out and (indicating).
Q Sois it fair to say that there are people

hired to performthe stock work and they bring the stock
to the stockroonf

A There's people -- no. Well, that's part of
nmy -- ny duties. Besides working as a sal es associ at e,
' m Hugo Boss specialist, which neans that | take care
of Hugo Boss brand wi thin Bl oom ngdal es Men's
Departnment. So | work with this brand within
Bl oom ngdal es so | have to bring all the sizes out from
Hugo Boss and keep the area of Hugo Boss in great
condition and full with clothing and swap out hangers
with the brand of Hugo Boss. So that's what | --

sonething that | do every tine | go. | just have to
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keep the floor and the area of Hugo Boss packed with
mer chandi se. That's nmy, umm-- how do you call it? |I'm
a specialist in that brand.

Q So when the nerchandi se gets to the store and
it comes to the |oading dock, other individuals who are
hired as stock workers bring that nerchandi se up to your

floor to the stockroom correct?

A They do -- if they have the tine, they wll
do -- they will help, but also | do the job too. | go
to the fulfillnment area, to the dock, and I'Il bring the
mer chandi se to the floor with my -- | will do it nyself.

Q How often do you do that?

A Every Wednesday is when we get the trucks with
mer chandi se.

Q When you go to the | oadi ng dock, what do you
do? Do you put the boxes on a cart, or how do you bring
themup to the floor?

A So the nmerchandise will be like in a rolling
rack, like a big one, and I'mgoing to just use nmy arm
to pull the whole thing to the floor (indicating).

Q So where are the boxes?

A In the stockroom So we storage the -- the --
so boxes contain hangers, wood hangers sonetines, and
they're kind of -- they can be heavy. So those boxes

that | pretty often |ift because you need to -- yeah.
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Q So you said you go to the | oading dock. You
get the nerchandise on a rolling rack. 1|s the
mer chandi se on a rolling rack hanging up, or is that
mer chandi se i n boxes?

A It's on arolling rack and then | take the
rolling rack to the stockroomand then with ny hands |
have to grab a portion of it and place themin -- in
racks.

Q kay. But what I'm-- I'masking you is the
mer chandi se on the rolling rack, that nmerchandise is on
hangers and hangi ng; correct?

A Correct. Correct.

Q So where -- you were tal king about boxes that
wei gh 40, 45 pounds. Do you get those fromthe | oading
dock as well, or does soneone else bring those up to the
st ockr oonf?

A That | get fromthe |loading and | have to bring
that to the stockroomas well.

So how do you do that?
Wth ny hands. | just carry them
You don't put themon a cart?

Unh- unh. There's no carts avail able at all.

O » O » O

So you'll take a box weighing 40 to 45 pounds
fromthe | oadi ng dock to your departnent?

A To nmy -- yes, carrying themwal king fromthe
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receiving area to ny stockroom Correct.

Q And you do that every Wdnesday?

A It's pretty often. Not every Wednesday but
It's pretty often.

Q How of t en?

A Maybe |ike every couple -- yeah, every couple
weeks | need to keep working with those boxes, and it's
sonet hi ng that obviously everyone tell ne to do. M
manager, the team to keep working with those things.

Q kay. O her than the lifting of those 40- to
45- pound boxes, as well as the pushing and pulling of
the rolling rack, can you think of any other physica
duties that are required for the job?

A | have to stand on the floor for eight hours;
carrying; cleaning the fitting roons; doing go-backs,
whi ch nmeans grabbing clothing and putting back to their
pl ace; the walking in three-story building which is
Bl oom ngdal es; clinbing stairs in ny dress shoes for
ei ght hours. It can be pretty tough sonetines and
pai nful. That's why |'ve been taking painkillers for ny
| egs and for ny lower extremties, especially ny knees
and ny ankl es.

Q W'l get into your synptons.

Do you have a particular shift that you work,

or does that vary?
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A

Q
per week?

A

Q
A

Q
A
not the b
give nme |
Q
did you |
A
Bl oom ngd
but they
Q
duty?
A

Q
A

Q
full-tinme

A

Q

certain n

It's vary. It's, umm-- it's vary.

And as a full-tinme enployee, is that 37.5 hours

At this point I'mpart-tine.

When did you becone part-tine?

It's been |ike over -- a nonth and a half now
Way did your job change to part-tine?

Well, the sane thing. M health condition is
est right now, and | asked Bl oom ngdales to

i ke a light duty.

Were you placed on light duty by a doctor, or
ust ask Bl oom ngdales for it?

By a doctor. | nention it before to

ales that | have a few problens in the past,
didn't do anything at all so...

Who is the doctor that placed you on |ight

My current doctor, Bal akhani.

And that was about a nonth ago?

Like a -- yeah, like five weeks now |'|| say.
Prior to five weeks ago, were you worKking

”?

Yes. Yes.

And has your doctor said you cannot work a

unber of hours?
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A Yes.
Q How many hours does he all ow you to work?
A 20 per week.
Q When you were given that work slip by
Dr. Bal akhani, who did you give it to?
A Can you repeat the question for ne again,
pl ease.

Q Who did you provide your work slip to?

A | don't understand the question at all.

Q When Dr. Bal akhani gave you a work restriction
of no working of nore than 20 hours per week, who did
you give that work restriction to at your job?

A Ch. It was through, umm Bl oom ngdal es
Corporate. So they -- | have to contact them and send
them-- send themall the information fromny prinmary
doctor requesting the part-tine.

Q Have you -- how do you contact Bl oom ngdal es
Cor por at e?

A | nmean there's |ike, umm portal like -- it's
| i ke an associate portal that | can go through and | can
fileaclaim |It's like a-- in a |eave of absence.
It's called a | eave of absence, you know, |ike section
so it's where you can claim-- or you can file a
request.

Q Did you speak to anybody at your actual job
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| ocati on about your need for light duties?

A I mention this to ny supervisor, and she told
me that | have to do this through Macy's Corporate.

Q Ckay. And when you say to your supervisor,
you' re tal king about to Lee?

A Lee. Correct. Yes.
What did you tell Lee exactly?
He can't do anything about it.

No. What did you tell Lee?

> O >» O

That | -- yeah, that | needed to go for
part-time at the present time because | was having |ike
a health issues that | want to take care of.

Q Did you tell Lee that your work issues were
wor k-rel at ed?

A Yes.

Q What exactly did you say to hi mabout them
bei ng work-rel ated?

A So | told himthat there's two things that |
have. But a few nonths ago | was having a bad case of
anenm a and t hese back problenms and Lee knew about it and
| told himlike |I need | ess hours at work and he told ne
go to -- talk to Legal Assets Departnent.

Q You said you had anem a and back probl ens and
Lee knew about it. Instead of what Lee knew, can you

tell me what you told hin? D d you tell himyour anenm a
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was wor k-rel at ed?

A It was related to ny previous problemthat |
have | ast year, yes.

Q Did you tell Lee that your anem a was

wor k-rel at ed?

A | didn't specify it was anem a, but | have |ike
a very -- like a delicate condition that | have to take
care of.

Q M. Gamino, we'll get into all of that, but I
just need the answer to ny question, which is did you
tell Lee it was work-rel ated?

A Yes.

Q What you did say to hin? How did you explain
it was work-rel ated?

A Well, | having like a bad tine carrying stuff
like lifting, walking, and | needed tine to recover from
ny previous injury and fromny synptons that | have in
ny | ower back and stuff.

Q So what did you tell Lee?

A That. That | need part-tinme in order to
recover in order to get better for ny --

Q So you told Lee that you were having a hard
tinme wwth the requirenents of the job with wal king and
carrying itens?

A Yes.
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When did you tell Lee that?

Last year. Sonewhere | ast year.

O » O

What did Lee tell you when you told himthat?

A Again, he told nme to go through | eave of
absence departnent and talk to them about the part-tine
t hi ng.

Q That was | ast year, but you didn't do it until
a nonth ago?

A Correct.

Q Wiy did you wait until a nonth ago?

A Because | needed to work and ny probl ens becane
nore chronic and nore easy to deal wwth -- nore hard to
deal with. ['msorry.

Q Ckay. So you were referencing that you had a

prior problemand you needed tinme to recover. WAas there
an accident that occurred or a specific event or injury

t hat occurred previously?

A Yes.

Q What was that?

A Um | have |ike internal bl eed.
Q I'"'msorry. You had a what?

A Li ke an internal bl eed.

Q Bl eedi ng?

A Bleed. | was bleeding internally.
Q

When did you have internal bl eeding?
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Novenber .
O 2022?

Last year. Correct. Yes.

o » O P

And that's when you went to the energency room
that you nentioned earlier?

A Yes. Correct.

Q Was there sonething that occurred? | know
you're not a doctor, but to your know edge, was there
sonet hing that occurred that caused the internal
bl eedi ng?

A ["'m-- 1"mnot sure.

Q When you went to the doctor in Novenber of
2022, what did they tell you was the cause of the
I nternal bl eedi ng?

A They found like a, umtm a little like, umm
ulcer in ny |ower stonmach.

Q Were you --

A Um it's -- it's nore |like a cyst that | got
that bleed. Umm and again, | renenber those days we
had a | ot of work at Bl oom ngdal es and, again, the
lifting thing is probably related to ny condition that I
had, | believe. | had to be |ifting stuff, carrying
stuff all over. |It's related to -- to work. That
causes ne this kind of problens.

Q You think the ulcer or the cyst is related to
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your wor k?

A It's probably related to work, yes.

Q Has a doctor told you that?

A It's -- yes.

Q What doctor told you?

A The doctor that sawnme. He's in Culver City.
It's a GI1. doctor. He's -- | saw himwhen | went to

ER.
kay?
| stay in the hospital for five days. But

obvi ously when you |ift something when you' re carrying

stuff, maybe -- | nean you can bl eed because you're
carrying stuff. | nean it's kind of |ike an interna
bl eed.

Q Did a doctor give you that opinion, or is that

your opi ni on?

A The doctor nention that when he was with ne in
t he room because he asked ne a few questions about ny
work and | said yes, that's what | do at ny work. He --
he nention nme it was related. He said probably it's
related to that by lifting stuff, heavy stuff.

Q Did you have a hernia?

A To be honest wth you, they did a few things
i ke a few studies and stuff.

Can you hear ne?
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Q Yes.

A They did a few studies, but it's |ike, umm --
they nentioned it's |ike probably Iike a cyst. They
don't -- yeah.

Q Ckay. So you were in the hospital for five
days. When you were di scharged, did you see any further
doctors for the condition of the ulcer or the cyst?

A No.

Q When you were di scharged fromthe hospital, did
you tell anyone at Bl oom ngdal es that you' d been in the
hospital for a work-related condition?

A Yes.

Q Who did you tell?

A My coworker. She's one of ny cl osest
coworkers. She went to visit me also to the hospital.

Q Did you tell anyone in a managerial capacity at
Bl oom ngdal es?

A Just her. (Qbviously, in Bloom ngdal es or
retail in general, they will ask where's Alan or where
has he been. They just know | was delicate from health.
That's it. But they don't know exactly what happened.
Only ny cowor ker

Q What was the name of your coworker?

A Renda.

Q ["msorry?
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A Her nanme i s Renda Mesbahi

Q Can you spell either the first nanme or the | ast
name?
A The first nane it's R-e-n-d-a, Renda. Last

name Mesbahi, umm |et check her |ast nane. Ckay. Last
nanme M e-s-b-a-h-i.

Q Al right. You say you told Renda that you
t hought the condition was work-rel ated, but you did not
tell anyone else. Wy did you not tell your supervisor
or someone in corporate?

A Because | didn't know what was happening to ne.
| was bl eeding for days. But | didn't know it was
work-related until I went to ER  You're doing retai
work. You're like this all the time (indicating), you
know, and unm | -- and then of know ng everythi ng when
| was in ER and | had a bl ood transfusi on because |
didn't have bl ood.

Q When you were released fromthe ER did you
tell anyone at Bl oom ngdal es that your condition had
been work-rel at ed?

A Renda. Just ny friend.

Q Anyone else? Wy did you not tell anyone in
managenent once you were released fromthe ER and you
were aware that it was work-rel ated?

A Back then | was not in a very good nental
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condition to -- to tell people about ny condition. |
was pretty depressed and | was pretty weak and that's
it.

Q You said you were in the hospital for five

days. How long did you mss fromwork in total ?

A So after | was released fromthe hospital, umm
if | remenber, | was |like for another nonth on | eave of
absence. | was recovering at hone fromny condition.

Q When you requested that | eave of absence, did
you tell themit was a work-rel ated | eave of absence or
just a nedical |eave of absence?

A It was just a nedical.

Q So you had approximately a nonth and a week off

fromwork then, and then you returned to your full

duti es?
A Correct. I'mnot quite sure it was a nonth or
al nrost two nonths. It depend so just to let you know.
Q During that nonth or two that you were off

wor k, did you receive incone fromany source?

A No.

Q When you returned to work, did you return to
your full duties?

A Yes.

Q O her than the doctor, the internist that you

saw at the energency roomand | guess the other doctors
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at the hospital, Southern California Hospital in Culver
Cty, and the doctor that you nentioned to us in the
begi nni ng, Dr. Bal akhani, have you seen any ot her
doctors since Novenber of |ast year?

A No. Related to this problenf

Q For any reason.

A | nmean -- okay. So | just have -- yes, | have
seen an internal doctor. Like -- it's like a--it's
called -- what's the specialty? One of themis a
chiropractor and another one is, umm-- how do you cal
it? -- the one who sees everything. | forgot the nane.

M5. FOLEY: Can | help? | think it was an
I nternist.
Is that right?
THE WTNESS: Yes, an internist. Yeah, that
one.
Q BY M5. RODERI CK: What internist did you see?
A | amreally bad with | ast nanes in general. |
mean | can tell you which one it is.
kay?
Q Is it an internist that you were referred to by
your attorney?
A Dr. Dal dal yan.
Q Ckay. Wien did you see Dr. Dal dal yan?

A | can tell you. One second. The first tine |
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saw Dr. Daldalyan it was March 21st of this year.

Q Have you seen himagain or just the one tine?

A One tine.

Q And you were referred to that doctor by your
| awyer ?

A Yes.

Q And your |awyer also referred you to a
chiropractor?

A Correct. Yes.

Q What's the nanme of the chiropractor?

A kay. My chiropractor, his nane is

Dr. Gof nung.
Q How many tines have you seen Dr. Gof nung?
A So far, four. Like four.

Q And you were referred to Dr. Gofnung by your
| awyer as wel | ?
A Yes.

M5. RODERI CK: Ms. Foley, no nedical reports
have been served. Are you in receipt of any nedical
reports?

M5. FOLEY: Actually, | have nedical reports
fromDr. Daldalyan, and I'mwaiting for the reports from
Dr. Gofnung. 1'll e-mail it to you soon as we get it
I n.

MS. RODERI CK: Just as a rem nder, we do have a
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panel qualified nedical evaluation set up with
Dr. Mahboubi an. Qbviously, we want any nedical reports
sent to himso the sooner you can serve it on us, the
better.

M5. FOLEY: Sure. Sure. Absolutely.

THE WTNESS: |'mgoing to get nmy plug because
ny battery is little bit low Gve with ne one second.

M5. RODERI CK: Go ahead and take a break and
then you can situate yourself. So I'll say two m nutes
or five mnutes?

THE WTNESS: Two minutes is fine.

M5. RODERI CK:  Ckay.

(A recess was taken.)
Q BY M5. RODERICK: M. Gam no, | know you' re not

a lawer, but I wll represent to you that two
applications for injuries have been filed. One has a
curmul ative trauma period of July 24, 2022 to January 20,
2023 with injury to your nervous system head, digestive
system and abdonen.

Do you know why that period of July 24, 2022 to
January, 2023 has been pled? Was there sonething that
occurred during that period in particular?

A | believe it's one of ny -- ny back probl ens

and shoul der becane nore consistent.

Q So your back probl ens becane consistent as of
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July, 20227

A It's when they started nore chronic. M work
has been the sanme since Septenber, 2019 working ei ght
hours in ny dress shoes lifting, carrying a | ot of
clothes all the tine.

M5. FOLEY: Counsel, | just want -- |
apol ogi ze.

Cont i nue answeri ng.

| just wanted to clarify for ny client that
there are two injuries he knows, and one is related to
his orthopedic pain. It's the |ower back pain. He wll
describe it right now

The other one is related to his stress at work
that is triggered by sone events at work related to
stress. So | think that the date related to July is
referring to the stress claim

Am | right?

THE W TNESS: July? Yes.

M5. FOLEY: | just want to make sure he
understands that he's answering to two different clains
and dates are different because of the nature of the
claim

Q BY M5. RODERI CK:  What happened in July of 2022
t hat caused your stress?

A Um well, with Bl oom ngdales, they -- | don't
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know i f you have seen the news, but there's so many
robbery problens in the store. Constantly |'ve been
told that | have to be close to these peopl e that
normally conme into the store at night. It's normally
when they come to. And just to prevent |loss for the
conpany. So ny manager will ask ne to be like a -- kind
of very close to them

And sonetines these probl enms have been
associ ated to ne being, umm very like, umm
unconfortabl e, stress, and very nervous position for ne
because sonetinmes | have to face these people in the
fitting room

Q Who are you tal king about when you say you have
to be close to then? Wo do you nean by "thent?

A The robbers. These people that will cone to
the store and they will steal nerchandi se and ny manager
will tell us or told ne to be pretty aware of that and
be close to them so they don't steal nerchandi se.

Sonetines | have to put these people that --
some of themare high, they' re delusional, sweating in
the fitting roons. And sonetines they will get
aggressive to ne because they feel like | follow them

But this is the things that Bl oom ngdal es has
told me to go up against them W have a A P.

protection which is Asset Protection, but to be honest
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with you, we do nore than that. W are nore closer than
security because we have to interact wth these people
because sonme of themw ||l have knives. Some of them

wi || have probably guns, and | will really feel very
stressed about it.

Q Have you been held up at gunpoint?

A Held up for -- | mean no. | have to do
everything. Once they're -- they leave -- |I'mtalking
about the robbers -- A P. will cone and just grab the

mer chandi se. But | have to interact with the client,
which is a robber, the whole tine.

Q My question is have you been held up at
gunpoi nt? Has sonebody put a gun at you?

A One tinme a guy showed ne a knife and told ne
not to say anyt hing.

Q So a custoner cane in and showed a knife to you
and did he -- did he say he was taking nerchandi se and
t hreatened you with that knife?

A He did it |like a year ago, yeah. | had like a
previ ous manager back then and he was all sweating. He
showed ne this and he said -- he told nme, "Just -- |
don't need help," and he showed nme the -- a knife
(indicating). And | was okay. GCkay.

So sonetines they wll put ne |ike unsafe

positions that will cause ne |like a big -- under stress
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at work, but | guess | have to do it.

Q When that occurred about a year ago you said
when the guy had a knife, did you wite up an incident
report?

A | told ny previous manager about that.

Q You just told the manager, but no report was
t aken?

A | don't knowif it was taken. | don't know.

Q What did you tell your manager?

A That the guy -- he have like a knife in his
pocket. But he show ne. Not show up with intension to
do sonet hi ng agai nst ne. But show ne he's got |ike
sonmet hing in his pocket there.

Q And you said you told that to the manager
before Lee?

A Yes.

Q Was that -- | know you gave us anot her

manager's nanme. WAs that Daniel Joyce?

A That was the first one. No. That was the one
after Daniel Joyce. Hi s nane -- you need nanes or?

Q Pl ease.

A H s nane is Oscar Triana.

Q To your know edge, is OGscar still wth the
store?

A He's -- he doesn't work for Bl oon ngdal es
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anynor e.

Q Did you report feeling stressed or feeling
unconfortable to anybody at Bl oom ngdal es?

A To ny previous manager.

Q To Oscar?

A Correct. Yes.

Q Did you -- how | ong have you worked under Lee?

A He's pretty new. He's been working for -- he
started |l ast year. He's been there less than a year for
sure.

Q Have you told Lee about the feelings of stress

you have felt?

A | used to have nore confidence to talk to ny
previ ous nmanager. Lee -- | nean | don't feel that
confortable sharing a lost stuff with him | would just

tell himl don't feel right sonetines, especially with
nmy chronic pains that | currently have.

Q You said that -- or Counsel pointed out that
your application alleges the stress started in July of
2022. \Were you working under Lee at that tine?

A Yes. Yeah, | think he started -- | think he

was by July. He was brand new. Yeah.

Q So the incident with the knife was before July
of 20227
A It was | ast year, yes.
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Q Have you sought any nedi cal treatnent, either
with a regular doctor or a psychiatrist or psychol ogi st,

for the stress that you have felt?

A So far |I've just been taking over-the-counter
pills.

Q So the answer is no?

A No.

Q Currently as your job is limted to 20 -- |et

me strike that and ask you are you currently working

still at Bl oom ngdal es 20 hours a week?
A Yes.
Q Wth your work hours restricted, have you felt

| i ke you don't have as nuch orthopedi c pains or as nuch
stress or is it still about the same?

A The sane.

Q As you're only working 20 hours a week, what
el se do you do with your tine just to kind of spend your
days?

A | try to stay hone. Trying to, unm stretch a
little bit. Umm that's about it. | don't -- | don't
do much, especially right nowthat | can't do rmuch. |
can't -- | can't run. | can't do exercise at all.

Q When you say you cannot exercise at all, do you
mean you can't wal k either?

A | nmean in the norning, obviously |I wake up with
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| oner back pain all the tinme. That's why | keep taking
these nedications all the tine (indicating). M
shoul der hurts constantly. It's like a chronic pain.
It's sonething that's not -- at least it's not going
anywhere unless | take a pill.

Q Do you do any activities currently outside of

t he honme, whether it be for fun or exercise or socially?

Anyt hi ng?

A I would go just for a coffee with friends.
That's it.

Q How often do you go for coffee?

A O ny friends will conme here and they bring

food. That's it.

Probably once -- once a week. Especially right
now that |I'mworking part-tine, | don't -- | have to
save what | -- what |'mearning; right?

Q Do you have any incone comng in to your

househol d ot her than your wages from Bl oom ngdal es?

A No.

Q So you've nentioned to me your chronic pain.
Let's break it down. If you could like give ne a |ist
of everything. | know you nentioned you've got | ow back

pain. Do you feel |ow back pain on a constant basis?
Yes.

Q So on a constant basis do you nean 24 hours a
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day?

A Especially around today because it's where I'm
normal Iy wal ki ng doing activities going to the grocery
store. It's constantly. It's |like eight hours pain.

Q |"msorry. What did you say about going to the
grocery store?

A So, yeah, the pain will be there during the day
because |I'm doing activities; right? |1'mgoing to the
grocery store and lifting bags, not heavy. And
obviously that will cause a little bit of pain in ny
shoul der, in my | ower back.

Q We're just tal king about your |ow back. W'l
get to the shoul der.

So that's what | was tal king about when we were
di scussing activities outside of the hone before, and
you said you just go to coffee with friends. But now
you're telling ne that you do activities. You do go to

the grocery store. That's kind of what | was neaning

bef or e.
A Ckay.
Q So when you go to the grocery store, you say

you do lift things, but you try tolimt what you [ift?

A Yes.
Q How nmuch can you lift?
A | would say only 20 pounds. |I'mtake -- try to
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be very careful with that.

Q O her than going to the grocery store, what
other activities do you do?

A I wal k around the area. | just walk. Do ny
wal ks. Sonetines a friend wll conme and just we have
wal ks.

Q How far do you wal k?

Do you do any other activities?

No.

o » O »

Just tal ki ng about your | ow back on the pains
that you feel on a constant basis on a scale of 1 to 10
with 1 being really mnimal, just a twi nge that you
barely feel and 10 bei ng excruciati ng where you
literally feel you can't walk at all, where would you
put the pains that you feel on that scal e?

A Wll, if | don't take ny pills, | wll be 9.

Q And then the pain nedication that you
referenced before, the Acetam nophen, that's the pain
medi cation that will cause your pains to be reduced?

A The painkiller, yes.

Q And when you take that nedication, where would
you put the pains that you feel in your |ow back?

A 5.

Q Al right. You also nentioned that you have

Less than a mle. Just like a few bl ocks away.
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pai ns in your shoulder. Wich shoulder are you

referring to?

A Sonetines they're both, but this one is
nore -- the left is nore than the right one
(i ndicating).

Q When was the first tinme you noticed shoul der
pai ns?

A A year ago.

Q Do you have the shoul der pains on a constant
basi s?
A Yes.

Q On that sane scale of 1 to 10, where do you put
t he shoul der pains?
A 8.

Q Have you told Dr. Bal akhani about your shoul der

pai ns?
A Yes.
Q Did you tell the doctor about a year ago? |Is

t hat when you first sought treatnent?

A A year ago | have painkillers on the counter.
So Dr. Bal akhani, he's kind of new. He started seeing
me |like last year. But this year | told himabout ny
current pains.

Q O her than your | ow back and both shoul ders

with the left being nore than the right, do you feel
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pains in any other part of your body currently?

A Yes.

Q Wher e?

A In ny neck and | ower extremties.

Q How often do you feel pains in your neck?

A It's often. It's often. | nean -- again,
everything is every day. Every day. | take the pills

every day. This part hurts, yes (indicating).

Q Do you feel the neck pain on a constant basis
| i ke the back pain?

A Correct. Yes.

Q On that sane scale of 1 to 10, where do you put
the pain that you feel in your neck?

A | would say 8.

Q When you say |lower extremties, are you talking
about your legs all the way fromyour buttocks all the
way down to your feet on both | egs?

A Yes.

Q Is the right leg worse than the left, or are
t hey about the sane?

A They' re about the sane. But | feel nore pain
inny -- ny left one (indicating). Yes.

Q Is there a part of your lower extremty that
you feel nore pain in than in other parts?

A My knees and ny ankles, especially with those
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dress shoes for four years.

Q Do you currently have pain in any other part of
your body?
A No. This is just the current pain that | have

right now And the | ower back, neck, and ny ankles
right now, they're hurting right now. Yes.

Q In regard to your synptons of stress, do you
currently feel depression, anxiety, or any other
enotional issues?

A Anxiety. Umm | have difficult time to sleep.
And it's been for nonths now. Yes.

Q I's your difficulty with sl eeping because of the
orthopedic pain you feel, or is it because of your
enotional state?

A It's nore the enotional state of work. | just
feel sone pressure.

Q O her than the orthopedi c pains you' ve
explained for us and your anxiety and your difficulties
sl eepi ng, do you currently have any ot her problens that
you attribute to your work at Bl oom ngdal es?

A Wl |, besides those two things, the orthopedic

and the stress, anxiety part, | have internal thing.
Q "'msorry. You said you have internal issues?
A Just that, the one we were tal ki ng about before

about the -- the bleedings. That's sonething that is
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controlled at this point. It can come back, but that's

It.

Q Do you currently have any internal synptons?

A In ny abdonen you nean?

Q Yes.

A No. It's controlled. M primry doctor, he
Wi ll prescribe ne pills to control ny synptons -- ny

probl ens, my internal problens.

Q

I nt er nal

A

A

Are you currently taking nedication for your
probl ens?

Yes.

What's that nedication?

It's called Pantoprazole, 4 mlligrans.

Can you spell it for us?

Yeah. | have it here. Do you want nme to show

Yes, please.

So this helps ne for the internal bleeds.

P-a-n-t-o-p-r-a-z-o-1-e.

Q
A

Q
A

Q

How of ten do you take Pantoprazol e?

One in the norning and one in the evening.
Did you one take one this norning?

Yes.

Did you forget to nention that earlier when we

asked you about the nedication you took in the |last 24
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hour s?

A Il -- 1 forgot.

Q Did you take any ot her nedications?

A Just this one and prep. Do you need the nane?

Q Do you have the nedication on you for the prep?

A Yes. D-e-s-c-o0-v-y.

Q And you take Descovy every norning as well?

A Yes, this is called prep. It's like a
preventive H 'V nedication. |I'mH YV negative, but it

hel ps to prevent to get it.

Q Did you take any other nedications within the
| ast 24 hours?

A No. Wth the painkillers, it's just good and
the Protoni x, Pantoprazole it's good. | don't take nore
t han that.

Q You advi sed us of the hospitalization that you
had i n Novenber of 2022. Have you ever been
hospitalized at any ot her occasion?

A After Novenber or before?

Q Any time.

A Yes.

Q When were you hospitalized other than the
Novenber, 2022 hospitalization?

A It occurred, umm-- | would say June, 2021.

Q And what were you in the hospital for?
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A It was for the sanme issue. The -- | had like
an internal bleed.

Q What hospital were you at for that?

A The sane one. |It's called Southern California
Hospital Culver Cty. It was for the sane problem sane
| Ssue.

Q And I'msorry. You said that was June of 20217

A Yes. It was June. Around June, 2021

Q How | ong were you in the hospital at that tine?

A | think it was |ike four -- four days. | was

hospitalized four days.

Q How nmuch tine did you mss fromwork at that
time?

A Five weeks, | think. It has to be a closer
time, or it has to be very specified like -- it has to
be like a close tine or -- never mnd. It's fine.

Q Did any doctors tell you in June of 2021 that
the internal bleeding was work-rel ated?

A | don't renenber.

Q Did the doctors tell you any reason why you

were having internal bleeding in June of 20217?

A No.

Q Have you been hospitalized on any other
occasi on?

A Just those two. Last year in Novenber and
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last -- in 2021 in June.
Q Just to be clear, have you been hospitalized on

any ot her occasions?

A No.

Q Have you ever broken any bones?

A No.

Q Have you ever sustained any injuries in any

ot her accidents or incidents, and |I'mbeing really broad
on purpose. Wat | nean is have you had an injury in a
car accident, or have you had an injury in relation to a
slip-and-fall or a sports-related accident, a dog bite?
Any kind of injury or incident?

A No.

Q Have you retained an attorney to assi st you
with a personal injury other than Ms. Foley in regard to
this workers' conpensation matter?

A No.

Q | don't want to know anything Ms. Foley told
you or you said to her. That is all privileged. How
did you find Ms. Foley to retain?

A How did | find?

Q Through a friend? |Is that what you said?
A No. How do -- howdid | find her?

Q Yes.

A

| did nmy research
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Q And what do you nean by that?

A Internet. | go -- like a |lawer that wll take
care of this kind of situations.

Q Do you know of any other individuals that work
for Bl oom ngdales or currently work for Bl oom ngdal es or
used to work for Bl oom ngdal es that retained Ms. Fol ey?

A | have no idea. No.

Q Because of the nature of your claim the fact
that you've filed a stress-related claim sone of these
guestions that I'mgoing to ask you may seema little
personal, but it's only because you have that stress
claimfiled. So wth that said, you said that you cane
to the --

M5. FOLEY: Counsel ?

M5. RODERI CK:  Yes?

M5. FOLEY: Counsel, | apologize. |f you going
to a second part and apparently you want to touch that
psych claim for how | ong because | have a second
deposition today and I -- it's in person and
unfortunately | will have to | eave and drive.

M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Fair enough.

M5. FOLEY: So I don't have nuch tinme left.

M5. RODERICK: Wiy don't we do this. It is
noon, isn't it?

M5. FCOLEY: Uh- huh.
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M5. RODERI CK:  Why don't we then defer the
psych questions. W'I|l do a deposition Volune II. |
know he hasn't event sought psych yet so maybe j ust
defer it and see where the claimgoes.

M5. FOLEY: Yeah.

M5. RODERICK: And I'll reserve ny right for
defendant to take that part of the claim and we'll just
proceed with the orthopedic portion at this point?

MS. FOLEY: Let's do that.

M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Fair enough. Fair
enough. Al right.

Then do you have any questions you need to put
on the record?

M5. FOLEY: | m ght have just a couple
guesti ons.

M5. RODERI CK:  Maybe what we can do -- do you

want to take a little break and | ook at your

guestions --

MS. FOLEY: No.

M5. RODERICK: -- or are you ready?

MS. FOLEY: No.

M5. RODERICK: I'Il just pass the questioning
to you.

M5. FOLEY: (kay.
111
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EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. FOLEY:

Q Al an, can you please tell nme if you renenber
the time when you' ve been hired by Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yes. | was hired -- | was hired in Septenber,
20109.

Q So during that tinme you probably signed sone
paper wor K.

A Probably | did, yes.

Q Do you renenber the docunents that you signed?
A | don't renenber.
Q Was there anyone who was expl aining to you what

you are signing?

A No. No. Unh-unh.

Q Di d anyone specifically explain to you your
rights in workers' conpensation?

A No.

Q Did anyone explain to you the difference
bet ween specific injury and cumul ative injury in
wor kers' conp?

A No.

Q Did anyone explain to you your duty to report
your industrial injury?

A Unh- unh.

Q When you' ve been talking to your first
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supervi sor about your injury, did that supervisor ever
suggest that you go to industrial nedical clinic of
Bl oom ngdal es?

A No. Unh-unh.

Q How did you feel about it? Was it frustrating

or not?
A O course it was frustrating because I -- |
didn't feel | have the support fromthe conpany | work

for, and | just ended up buying the stuff under the
counter |ike CVS pharmacy working to keep going. But
t hey never ask ne to anything |ike that.

Q So when you had a second supervisor, apparently
you didn't report to himyour nedical issues

wor k-r el at ed.

A | nmention it one tinme. | don't speak with him
at all, especially personal stuff, because | don't feel
confident to talk to himabout stuff. | just nmention it

one tinme. The situation at work is not going for ne
right, and | need to take a break or | need to take |ess
hours and stuff. That's the only thing | say.

Q Did he offer to you to go to nedical clinic?

A No.

Q Wuld it be a reason not to report to himany
future nedical issues that you had?

A Can you repeat the question again for ne,
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pl ease.

Q What woul d be the reason why you stop reporting
to himyour nedical issues?

A Because they won't do anything about it.

M5. FOLEY: kay. | have no further questions.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. RODERI CK:

Q When you applied for -- through the enpl oyee
portal for your |eave of absence, did you put on your
application paperwork that your need for a | eave of
absence was due to a work-related injury?

A | don't renenber.

M5. RODERI CK:  Ckay.

Then | know Counsel has to get to another
deposition. So for purposes of today's deposition, we
can enter into a stipulation, and of course the
def endant reserves the right for a deposition vol une
t wo.

For the purposes of today's deposition, |
propose that we relieve our court reporter of her
custodi al duties relating to the transcript;

And instead the transcript will be sent to
counsel for the deponent;

That the deponent will be entitled to read his
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testi nony, make any changes he feels necessary, and sign
under penalty of perjury;

And t he defendant through ny office will be
noti ced of any changes made and/or sinply that the
transcri pt has been signed,

And if that is not done within 45 days after
recei pt of the original transcript in counsel's office,
that a certified copy may be used wth the sane force
and effect for any nedical/legal eval uation and/or any
heari ngs?

M5. FOLEY: So stipul at ed.

(Deposition concluded at 12:03 P.M)

-0Q0-
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DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY
I, ALAN GAM NO, the wi tness herein declare under
penalty of perjury that | have read the foregoing deposition
inits entirety and that the testinony contained therein, as
corrected by ne, is a true and accurate transcription of ny

testinony elicited at said tine and pl ace.

Dated this day of ,

2023.

ALAN GAM NO
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Ruth I keda Sato, CSR No. 12671, a Certified
Short hand Reporter within and for the State of
California, RPR, do hereby certify:

That prior to being exam ned, the w tness naned
in the foregoing deposition solemly stated that the
testinmony given in this deposition would be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth;

That said deposition was taken renotely before
nme at the time and place set forth and was taken down by
me in shorthand and thereafter reduced to conputerized
transcription under ny direction and supervision, and |
hereby certify the foregoing deposition is a full, true,
and corrected transcript of ny shorthand notes so taken;

| further certify that I amnot of counsel for,
nor related to, any party to said action, nor in any way

interested in the outcone thereof.

Dat ed: April 24, 2023, at Cypress,

Cal i f orni a.

=

RUTH | KEDA SATO, CSR NO 12671
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1 Cypress, California; Wdnesday, April 19, 2023; 1|becane Anerican citizen, we delete Corrales to nmake ny

2 10: 07 AM - 12:03 P.M 2|nanme shorter.

3 - 0Qo- 3 And ny passport, Anerican -- in ny

4 4|U. S. passport | only have Alan Ganmino. This is -- this

5 ALAN GAM NO, 5|is -- it's not expired yet, but it's still nmy full --

6 having solemmly stated to tell the truth, 6|full long name. You know, they're pretty long. But

7 was exam ned and testified as foll ows: 7|here in Arerica it's nore easy to have just one |ast

8 8 |nane.

9 EXAM NATI ON 9 Q Okay. Got it.

10|BY MS. RODERI CK: 10 So you were born -- is it fair to say you were

11 Q Good norning, M. Ganino. 11 |(born Al an Gamino Corral es?

12 Can you pl ease -- 12 A Yes.

13 A Good norni ng. 13 Q And then you changed the nane to just Al an

14 Q Can you pl ease state your name for the record. |[14|Gani no when you becane an American citizen on what day?

15 A Yes. M nanme is Al an Gami no. 15 A | becane an Anerican citizen on March, 2021 --

16 Q Have you ever been known by any ot her nanes? 16|no. No. I'msorry. March, 2011.

17 A No. That's ny only nane. 17 Q Ckay.

18 Q Al right. Before we begin today, for 18 A Do you need to see ny passport?

19|i dentification purposes, do you have a California 19 Q No, you're fine. You're fine. | just wanted

20|driver's |license? 20|to nake sure we have a record of all the names that you

21 A Yes, | do. 21|have ever used.

22 Q Do you have that on you, and if you do, if you |22 A Yes.

23|could please just hold it up to the canmera, 1'll take a |23 Q Have you used any ot her nanes other than Al an

24 |screen shot. W won't put any nunbers on the record. 24 |Gami no Corral es and Al an Gami no?

25 A O course. Gve ne one second. (Indicating.) 25 A No, that's it. That's the only nanmes | have.
Page 5 Page 7

1 Q I think | got it. Let ne just nmake sure that 1 Q Have you ever had your deposition taken before?

2]lit's not blurry. 2 A No.

3 Perfect. Okay. We're good. 3 Q Did you have a chance to prepare with Ms. Fol ey

4 (A discussion was held off the record.) 4 |before begi nning today?

5 MS. RODERICK: So back on the record. 5 A Yes.

6 Of the record, | will represent for the 6 Q Can you estimate for us how |l ong you prepared

7|record, that our deponent provided to us a copy of his 7 |wi th Counsel ?

8|driver's license, which | will not put the nunbers on 8 A An hour. An hourish.

9|the record. 9 Q Ckay. And are you testifying fromyour hone?

10 But | will represent for the record, that the 10 A Yes.

11(license depicts a picture of our deponent. 11 Q I's there anyone else in the roomwth you?

12 I will also say that the deponent provided to 12 A No.

13|us his social security off the record. W did conpare 13 Q Al right. Because you've had an opportunity

14 (that with the application filed, and it does not match. |[14|to prepare with Counsel, nost |ikely sonme of the things

15(I't just appears there's a couple nunbers that are a 15|1'mabout to say are going to seema little repetitive,

16|clerical error, and Ms. Foley has confirmed that that 16 |but | need to nmake sure on the record that you

17 |application will be corrected. 17 |understand what your obligations are when you are in a

18 MS. FOLEY: Yes. 18 |deposi ti on proceeding.

19 Q BY MS. RODERICK: M. Gamino, your license did |19 Even though you are at hone in a casual

20 |have a second nane. 20 |environnent, our court reporter has placed you under

21 A Uh- huh. 21 |oath, and what that neans is you are obligated to tell

22 Q It says Corrales, C-o-r-r-a-l-e-s. |Is that 22 |the truth.

23 |anot her nane that you have used? 23 So even though you're at home, your testinony

24 A So -- so this is -- right now I'm Amrerican 24 |has the sane force and effect in this proceeding today

25|citizen. Before | used to be a resident, and when | 25|as if you were actually in a courtroomtestifying before
Page 6 Page 8
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1|a judge or a jury. 1|will be transcribed by our court reporter and put into
2 In California, it can be deened a felony if you 2|(what we call a transcript. You'll be given the
3|do not tell the truth when under oath. So just so 3|opportunity to read your testinony, nake any changes,
4|you're aware, it's absolutely a requirenent that you be 4 |and then sign under penalty of perjury.
5|truthful and honest during this proceeding. 5 | need to caution, however, that should you
6 In order to assist you with that, we nust ask 6 |[make any changes of a substantive nature such as a yes
7 |you not to guess. |f you do not know the answer to a 7|to a no, those changes could affect your credibility so,
8|question, sinply say you do not know, and that's 8lagain, it's inportant that you are accurate this first
9|perfectly acceptable. 9(time around.
10 If you guess and you're wong, it could | ook 10 Pl ease answer as you have thus far, meaning
11|li ke you were intentionally not telling the truth. So 11|audi bly. Even though in everyday conversation, we shrug
12|don't guess. |If you don't know, that's fine. 12 |our shoul ders and nod our head, our court reporter has
13 But with that said, we are entitled to your 13|to wite everything down so everything has to be out
14 |best estimates. 141 oud.
15 Do you understand the difference between an 15 And even though you will be able to anticipate
16 |estimate and a guess? 16 |what |'m about to say, please try to allow me to finish
17 A Yes. 17 |ny whole question. | wll try to allow you to finish
18 Q Ckay. |'msure you do understand, but just so 18 |your whole answer. [It's inportant that we do not speak
19|it's patently clear, if we ask you to nmake an estimate, 19 |over each other because that's difficult for our court
20[it nost likely will be in regard to a date that 20 (reporter.
21 |somet hi ng occurred. Such as you might not renenber 21 Okay?
22 |exactly when you becanme an Anerican citizen, but you are 22 A Ckay.
23 |the one that went through that whol e proceeding and so 23 Q Can you think of any reasons why you coul d not
24 |you can say 2011 as an estimte. 24 |give accurate testinony here this norning?
25 If | were to ask you when | becanme an Anerican 25 A I mean there's no reason. |'mokay right now
Page 9 Page 11
1|citizen, you don't know me so you have no idea. You 1|to do it.
2 |woul d have to guess. 2 Q Okay. Good. Did you take any nedications
3 Most |ikely when we ask you for an estimate, it 3|(within the last 24 hours?
4(will be inregard to a date like that. We typically 4 A Yes.
5(don't renenber exactly when sonething occurred, but 5 Q What did you take?
6|since we lived through the event, we can provide an 6 A I took Tylenol in the norning before -- before
7 |estinmate. 7 |the deposition.
8 I m ght ask you how nmuch sonethi ng wei ghed. | 8 Q I's that just over-the-counter Tyl enol ?
9 |woul d not expect you to have actually placed the itemon 9 A Uh- huh.  Yeah.
10|a scale, but if you have lifted it up yourself, you 10 Q That's a yes?
11|could potentially provide an esti mate of the weight. 11 A It's like kind of painkiller that ny doctor
12 If you feel you have no ability to provide an 12 |prescribed ne.
13 |estinmate, you just need to tell us. 13 Q So it was a prescribed nedication?
14 Ckay? 14 A Uh- huh.
15 A Okay. 15 Q Who prescribed it for you?
16 Q Sonetinmes ny questions aren't all that 16 A My doctor. It's kind of long nane. | can grab
17 |wel | -phrased. | don't do that intentionally, but if I 17 |the bottle to give it to you. |Is that okay?
18 |ask a question that is confusing to you, please tell ne 18 Q If you coul d.
19|it's confusing, and |'mperfectly happy to rephrase the 19 A Yes. Gve nme one second. Unm so this is the
20 |questi on. 20|(indicating) nedication | take prescribed by ny doctor.
21 If you answer the question, it will be assumed 21 Q Perfect. If you could -- okay. Hold it right
22 |by the reader of your testinony that you understood the 22 |there real fast.
23 |question. So if you do not understand, the obligation 23 And | see that it's Acetamni nophen --
24|is on you to tell ne, and I'll rephrase it. 24 A Uh- huh.
25 Everything that is said here today is -- it 25 Q -- 650 mlligrans.
Page 10 Page 12
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1 If you could turn the bottle just to see if we 1 A Yeah. The city -- it's, unm Oange. She's in
2|can see the nane of the prescribing doctor. 2|Orange, California.
3 A (I'ndicating.) 3 Q And you said the last nane is MKenzie?
4 Q Maybe take it a little further away fromthe 4 A Correct. Dr. Adita MKenzie.
5|canera. 5 MS. FOLEY: Counsel, | think the name of the
6 A (I'ndi cating.) 6 |doctor is Shahryar Bal akhani, something like that.
7 Q There you go. Al right. 7 MS. RODERI CK:  Ckay. Perfect. Thank you.
8 Maybe it's easier, actually, if you read for us 8 Q And | think I've found Adita MKenzie.
9|who the doctor is. 9 |[However, is it possible that Adita MKenzie is a nurse
10 A Okay. So ny doctor -- his last nane is 10 |practitioner and not a doctor?
11 |Bal akhani . 11 A Yes. She's like a nurse but with
12 Q Can you spell that for us. 12 |specialized -- she's -- she's prescribe too, yes. |
13 A Yes. | will spell his last name. So it's 13 |think she's a nurse, but she can prescribe as well.
14|B-a-l-a-k-h -- h-a-n-i Balakhani. He's -- 14 Q I's she with a particular clinic that you know
15 Q What is his first name? 15|of ?
16 A Hs nanme is with S. | always call him 16 A Yes. She's with AltaMed in Orange -- City of
17|Dr. Bal akhani. But his first name, it starts with an S. 17 |Orange.
18 Q Is his first name on the bottle or no? 18 Q Ckay. And how | ong was she your primary care?
19 A No. It's prescriber S. Balakhani. | always 19 A I'mestimate it can be around five years.
20(call himDr. Balakhani. He told me his first nane |ong 20 |Five, six years.
21|time ago. 21 Q Was there anything you treated with
22 Q No probl em 22 |Dr. McKenzie or nurse practitioner MKenzie with on a
23 So where is Dr. Bal akhani |ocated? 23 |regul ar basis? In other words, did you go in for
24 A He's in -- Commerce. 24 |treatment of hypertension or any other nedical condition
25 Q Do you know the nane of the street he's on? 25|t hat needed regul ar follow up?
Page 13 Page 15
1 A Yeah. G ve nme a second. 1 A Vell, sonetines | will go for, umm-- for
2 Do you need the full address? 2 |physicals. | nean or even with treatnents, a cold.
3 Q If you have it. 3|(Things if | need it.
4 A It's like a clinic that | nornmally go to. Umm 4 Q Ckay. But nothing on a regular basis?
5|5427 Whittier Boulevard. This is in Los Angeles, 5 A Hmm no. | nean -- | mean regular basis will
6|California. Zip code, 90022. 6|be like -- like an exanple like sonething that she needs
7 Q G eat. 7|to prescribe me every day or?
8 I's there an actual nanme to the clinic? 8 Q I nmean if you have hypertension, you need to go
9 A Yes. 9|in and get your blood pressure checked regularly or if
10 Q What's the clinic called? 10 |you have di abetes, you need your sugar |evels checked.
11 A Al t aMed. 11 |Anything you need to go in every few nonths for an
12 Q I's Dr. Bal akhani your primary care physician 12 |eval uati on?
13 |that you see if you have a cold or sonmething like that? 13 A Yeah. Ckay. Well, basically, umm she will
14 A Yes. 14 |prescribe ne, unmm a treatment that | have to be checked
15 Q How | ong has he been your primary care doctor? 15|every four nonths.
16 A Well, | changed. | -- | just got himlike six 16 Q What was that for?
17 |nont hs ago. 17 A It's called Prep.
18 Q Did you have a primary care doctor before that? 18 Q Prep? P-r-e-p?
19 A Yes. 19 A P-r-e-p.
20 Q Who was that? 20 Q And what's the nedical condition?
21 A Dr. MKenzie. 21 A To prevent H V.
22 Q And where is Dr. MKenzie |ocated? 22 Q kay.
23 A She's in Orange County. Do you need -- 23 A It's to prevent.
24 Q Do you know nore specifically than O ange 24 Q And you would go in every four nonths for that?
25|County? A street or a city? 25 A Correct. So you basically have to go every
Page 14 Page 16
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1|four nonths. Umm so just make sure everything is going 1|of it inalittle nore detail -- but just for the
2|good with your organs, with your kidneys. So the pill 2 |purposes of this question, your chronic |ow back pain
3|is not hurting anything on you. So everything is good 3|you're talking about, as far as treatnent for that, was
4|so far. 4|the first time you sought treatment in January of this
5 Q Excel | ent. 5|year?
6 Have you been diagnosed with H V? 6 A Vell, | mention it, these problems to ny
7 A No. 7 |previous manager; right? But umm | used to treat
8 Q And the nedication that you showed us, do you 8|myself with pills over-the-counter. | started taking
9 |know what that nedication was prescribed for? 9 |medi cation fromny current doctor of this year. Yeah,
10 A Yes. 10|January. But it's these issues have been nore than a
11 Q What was it prescribed for? 11 |year.
12 A I have chronic -- like a chronic |unbar pain. 12 Q I"mnot tal king about issues. |'mjust
13|A chronic back pain. A chronic -- chronic |ower back 13|talking -- and we'll get into all your issues. |'mjust
14 |pain. | have constantly pain in nmy shoulders and ny 14 |tal king about trying to get an understanding of the
15|neck and ny -- ny legs as well. M lower extrenity 15 |medi cal .
16 |that's because |'mtaking painkillers too in order to 16 A Ckay.
17 |function and go to work. 17 Q And so the first tine you went to a doctor for
18 Q Ckay. When did you first goin to 18|t he orthopedic synptons was January of this year;
19 |Dr. Bal akhani for the | ow back pain and the other 19 |correct?
20 |orthopedi c pains you're having? 20 A Around January, yeah.
21 A So this happened -- this synptons start to 21 Q Okay. What is your date of birth?
22 |happen like nore than a year ago also |like a year 22 A 10/ 4/ 87.
23|officially. 1've been taking pills over-the-counter, 23 Q And where were you born?
24|and | ask Dr. Bal akhani just to give ne this 24 A Mexi co.
25|prescription probably like the last -- when was it? -- 25 Q Wien did you first cone to the United States to
Page 17 Page 19
1|last nonth, | think. Yeah. No. January on the 1|reside?
2 |begi nning of the year. 2 A Like to live officially?
3 Q You had that prescription given to you back 3 Q Yes.
4 (when you were treating at the Orange Al taMed | ocation? 4 A Umm | renenber the year.
5 A No. | will take painkillers, but |I nean | go 5 Q The year is fine.
6|to CVS pharnmacy and buy painkillers. 6 A The year is fine? Okay. 2011.
7 Q Was your treatnent with Dr. Bal akhani in 7 Q And when you first cane to reside, what area of
8|January of this year the first tinme you went in and 8(|the state did you live in?
9|sought treatnment for your orthopedic pains? 9 A It was in San Diego. Chula Vista, California.
10 A | have previous, umm problemthat he was 10 Q Have you lived in California the entire tine
ll(treating ne for. 11|since you've been in the States?
12 Q What was the previous probl en? 12 A Correct. Yes.
13 A | have anem a. 13 Q What is your current hone address?
14 Q And Dr. Bal akhani was treating you for anem a? |14 A My current home address is 8220 West Norton
15 A He will prescribe me -- | nean if | go back 15(Avenue, Apartment 3, West Hol | ywood, California 90046.
16 |back, | have like a lesion, untm in nmy -- in ny stomach |16 Q How | ong have you lived at that address?
17|that | probably got even worse at work. And | was 17 A Novenber -- |ast Novenber. Novenber, 2022.
18(trying to keep it in -- how do you say this? -- control |18 Q Who do you live at that address with?
19|it with Dr. Balakhani. | went to ER |last year because 19 A I"malone. | live by nyself.
20|of the thing that happened to nme. But yeah. 20 Q Have you ever been nmarried?
21 Q Wi ch energency roomdid you go to last year? |21 A No.
22 A Culver City Hospital. 1It's called Southern 22 Q And you are not currently married; correct?
23|California Culver Cty. 23 A I'"'mnot married.
24 Q Ckay. As far as treatnment for your orthopedic |24 Q And do you have any children?
25|pains that you told us about -- and we'll get into all 25 A No.
Page 18 Page 20
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1 Q What was your address immediately prior to the 1 A 2000 -- well, I fully graduate 2012, 2013.
2 |Norton Avenue address? 22013.
3 A 3767 O arington Avenue, Apartment 229, Los 3 Q Were you taking those courses online there at
4 |Angel es, California 9034. 4 |the end since you noved to the States in 2011?
5 THE REPORTER. Counsel, can we take a break? 5 A I was going back and forth. | used to live in
6 M5. RODERI CK:  Sure. 6|the border with Baja, California in San Diego so | used
7 (A recess was taken.) 7|to cross the border pretty often. Sometines these
8 MS. RODERI CK:  Back on. 8|classes -- these classes would be online; correct, and
9 Q M. Gamino, how long did you live at the 9|sonmetimes it will be | have to go to the classroom
10 |4 arington Avenue address? 10 Q Is it fair to say Spanish was your first
11 A Three years. 11|l anguage?
12 Q And who did you live at this address wth? 12 A Spani sh is ny first |anguage.
13 A Wth a friend. A roommate. 13 Q You seemto have a very good conmmand of the
14 Q Why did you nove to your current address? 14 |English language to me, but | just want to point out to
15 A Why ? 15|you that you are entitled to an interpreter. Because we
16 Q Yes. 16 |do not have an interpreter here for you, the burden is
17 A Umm because | want to have ny own place. | 17|on you for you to tell us if at any time you feel like
18|got this opportunity so | took the chance to nove. 18 |there's a | anguage barrier and that you're not
19 Q What was the nane of your roonmate? 19 |under st andi ng because of any |anguage barrier and at
20 A | don't remenber his |ast name, but | can give 20 |that point, we will need to get an interpret for you.
21|you the first nane. 21 A Okay. Thank you.
22 Q Ckay. 22 Q Yes. If you continue testifying, however, it
23 A H's nanme is Kevin. 23|wi Il be assurmed that there was no | anguage barrier.
24 Q Did you live with himfor the full three years? 24 Okay?
25 A Uh- huh. 25 A Ckay.
Page 21 Page 23
1 Q I's that a yes? 1 MS. FOLEY: So can | just verify with ny
2 A Yes. 2|client?
3 Q As we are only back about four years, alnost 3 Al an, are you saying that you are okay to
4|five years, do you renmenber where you lived before the 4 |continue to testify in English, or do you need an
5|d arington address? 5|interpreter? How do you feel about it?
6 A I live in Orange County back then. Umm 1| live 6 THE WTNESS: | can continue in English.
7|a few places in Orange County. But | don't renember 7 Ms. FOLEY: Ckay.
8|what city. | don't renenber. 8 THE WTNESS: If you guys are okay with that.
9 Q How | ong were you in Orange County in total? 9 MS. RODERI CK:  Ckay. Fine by ne.
10 A Total ? Maybe like six years. 10 Q So when did you first start working for
11 Q What is the | ast year of education that you 11 |Bl ooni ngdal es?
12 |have conpl et ed? 12 A Sept enber, 2019. Yes.
13 A Bachel or's degree. 13 Q Where did you work inmmediately prior to
14 Q Where did you obtain that? 14 |begi nning work at Bl oomi ngdal es in Septenber of 2019?
15 A Unm bachel or's degree in architecture. 15 A | don't renenber.
16 Q I'msorry? 16 Q I't might be easier that you received your
17 A Can you repeat the question again. 17 |degree in 2012 or 2013. Can you remenber the first job
18 Q Wiere did you obtain your bachelor's degree? 18 |that you had after obtaining your bachelor's degree?
19 A Ch, okay. Sorry. | got it in Mexico. 19 A | used to work for a studio, collaborating with
20 Q At what school ? 20|an architect just doing draw ngs, technical stuff.
21 A I will say in English | guess. Ibero Anericana 21 Q Do you renenber the name of the studio that you
22 |University. 22 [were working with?
23 Q Was there a focus for your bachelor's? 23 A Bl ue Sky Studio.
24 A Yes. It's a bachelor's degree in architecture. 24 And where is Blue Sky |ocated?
25 Q And when did you obtain it? 25 A It was an independent conpany. So he -- the
Page 22 Page 24
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1|architect that | used to work with, he was independent. 1 Q And what was that job?

2|He didn't have like an actual place. 2 A It's the conpany -- it's called Planks U S., an
3 Q When you received your salary fromhim did it 3|interior design conpany based in Santa Ana, California
4 |cone on a paycheck that said Blue Sky? 4 Q And |'msorry. Wat was the name of the

5 A No. He used to normally pay nme with cash. 5 |[conpany?

6 Q So to your know edge, you don't know if Blue 6 A Umm Pl anks, P-l-a-n-k-s, Planks U. S

7 |Sky was incorporated or it was a true |icensed business? 7 Q How | ong did you work for Planks?

8 A Vell, it was like a part-time thing. It's how 8 A Probably |ike a year.

9|l started working to earn sone noney. So no, | don't 9 Q What did you do for thenf
10 |know. 10 A Drafting. [Interior designing, drafting
11 Q How | ong did you work for Blue Sky? 11 Q Wiy did you stop working for thenf
12 A Less than six nonths. 12 A They -- they were not -- they were not good
13 Q Was it part-tinme the whole tine? 13 |with finances and they |et people go
14 A Part-tine. 14 Q You were laid off?
15 Q Where did you work after that? 15 A Uh- huh.
16 A I mean | did a few projects |like collaborations 16 Q I's that a yes?
17 |with Mexican architect, and | used to work at home. | 17 A Yes
18|did a few things so | don't remenber. |It's been nore 18 Q Can you recall what year it was that you worked
19 |than ten years now. 19 |for then®?
20 Q How | ong did you work doing those projects with 20 A | don't remenber
21|an architect that was located in Mexico? 21 Q Where did you work after working at Planks?
22 A Probably |ike between three years. Around 22 A | believe after | got that, umm | -- | kept
23 |three years. 23 |working on ny things, you know, |ike doing draw ngs and
24 Q And what was your job after that? 24(little projects that will keep nyself busy. And after
25 A At this point | should get ny resune because 25|that it's probably when | started |ooking -- working for

Page 25 Page 27

1|1"ve been doing several things. | nean | can tell you 1|Bl oomi ngdal es in Septenber, 2019

2|the one that | did in Orange County. 2 Q Ckay. So when you were working on your own
3 Q Ckay. 3|projects between Pl anks and Bl oom ngdal es, was that
4 A | have -- | have two jobs in Orange County. 4 |probably for about two or three years?

5|One of them| used to work in Newport Beach, California 5 A Around two years, yeah.

6|in a real estate conpany. | used to do like office 6 Q Have you ever sustained any injuries at any of
7 |duties. 7|your prior jobs or places of enploynent?

8 Q What was the name of the real estate conpany? 8 A Can you repeat that question again for me,
9 A Western States Devel opnment. 9|pl ease.

10 Q And you said that's located in Newport Beach? 10 Q Did you sustain any injuries at any of your
11 A Uh- huh. 11 (prior jobs?

12 Q And you said that you perforned office duties? 12 A No.

13 A O fice duties. 13 Q Wien you first started working with

14 Q Was that a part-time or a full-time job? 14 |Bl oom ngdal es was at the Sherman Oaks store?

15 A Full-time job. 15 A Yes.

16 Q How I ong did you work for thenf 16 Q Have you worked at any other Bl ooni ngdal es
17 A Probably like -- | don't renenber. Umm | 17|l ocati on?

18|don't renmenber. | want -- | don't want to say the wong 18 A No.

19 |answer. 19 Q Wien you first started working at
20 Q Can you estimate for us? Was it like a nonth? 20|Bl ooni ngdal es, did you have any other job that you al so
21|Mre like a year? More |like five years? 21 |worked at, what we call concurrent enploynent?
22 A Mre than a year for sure. 22 A No.
23 Q Wiy did you stop working for then? 23 Q When you initially started with Bl ooni ngdal es
24 A Because | found another job related to ny 24 \what were you hired to do?
25 |career. 25 A I was hired to be a sales associate.

Page 26
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1 Q Was it part-time or full-tine? 1|keep the floor and the area of Hugo Boss packed with

2 A Ful | -tine. 2 |merchandise. That's ny, umm-- how do you call it? I'm
3 Q And what departnment? 3|a specialist in that brand.

4 A Men's Departnent. Men's departnent. 4 Q So when the nerchandise gets to the store and

5 Q Wien you were first hired, who was your 5[it cones to the |oadi ng dock, other individuals who are

6 |supervi sor? 6 |hired as stock workers bring that nerchandise up to your

7 A Dani el Joyce. 7 |floor to the stockroom correct?

8 Q Thr oughout your enpl oynment wi th Bl oom ngdal es, 8 A They do -- if they have the time, they wll
9|have you renained in the men's department, or has your 9|do -- they will help, but also | do the job too. | go
10 |position changed? 10(|to the fulfillment area, to the dock, and I'll bring the
11 A It's been the sane the whole tine. 11 |merchandise to the floor with my -- | will do it nyself.

12 Q I's M. Joyce still your supervisor? 12 Q How often do you do that?

13 A No. 13 A Every Wednesday is when we get the trucks with

14 Q Who is your current supervisor? 14 |mer chandi se.

15 A H's nane is Lee with double E, |ast nane Brazil 15 Q When you go to the | oadi ng dock, what do you

16 |with Z. 16 |do? Do you put the boxes on a cart, or how do you bring

17 Q Can you spell his last nane for us? 17 |themup to the floor?

18 A Yes. B-r-a-z-e -- oh, no. I'msorry. Let ne 18 A So the nerchandise will be like in arolling

19|spell it one nore time. GOkay. Gkay. B-r-a-z-i-I. 19 |rack, like a big one, and |'mgoing to just use nmy arm

20|Brazil with Z. 20|to pull the whole thing to the floor (indicating).

21 Q Thank you. 21 Q So where are the boxes?

22 What are your current job duties as a sales 22 A In the stockroom So we storage the -- the --

23 |associate in the nen's departnent? 23 |so boxes contain hangers, wood hangers sonetines, and

24 A Okay. So custoner service, keep the floor in 24 |they're kind of -- they can be heavy. So those boxes

25|good condition, bring clothes to the floor, go to the 25|that | pretty often lift because you need to -- yeah.
Page 29 Page 31

1|stockroom work in by sizing stuff, the nerchandising, 1 Q So you said you go to the |oading dock. You

2(lift boxes, lift boxes with hangers, basically bring the 2|get the nerchandise on a rolling rack. Is the

3|clothes fromthe stockroomto the front so | can sell 3 |nerchandise on a rolling rack hanging up, or is that

4|them Basically just that. 4 |mer chandi se in boxes?

5 Q Can you estimate for us what the heaviest item 5 A It's on arolling rack and then | take the

6|is that you have to lift? 6(|rolling rack to the stockroomand then with ny hands |

7 A I't depends because it can be between 40 -- 40 7 |have to grab a portion of it and place themin -- in

8|to 45 pounds. 8|racks.

9 Q What objects are 40 or 45 pounds? 9 Q Ckay. But what I'm-- |'masking you is the
10 A C othing and boxes with hangers inside. Big 10 |rmerchandi se on the rolling rack, that merchandise is on
11|ones. | have to carry to the floor and just do ny, 11 |hangers and hangi ng; correct?

12 |umm -- swap hangers out and (indicating). 12 A Correct. Correct.
13 Q So is it fair to say that there are people 13 Q So where -- you were tal king about boxes that
14 |hired to performthe stock work and they bring the stock 14 |wei gh 40, 45 pounds. Do you get those fromthe | oading
15|to the stockroon? 15|dock as well, or does soneone else bring those up to the
16 A There's people -- no. Well, that's part of 16 |st ockr oon?
17|ny -- ny duties. Besides working as a sal es associate, 17 A That | get fromthe |oading and | have to bring
18|1' m Hugo Boss specialist, which neans that | take care 18 |that to the stockroomas well.
19 |of Hugo Boss brand within Bl ooni ngdal es Men's 19 Q So how do you do that?
20 |Department. So | work with this brand within 20 A Wth ny hands. | just carry them
21|Bl ooningdal es so | have to bring all the sizes out from 21 Q You don't put themon a cart?
22 |Hugo Boss and keep the area of Hugo Boss in great 22 A Unh-unh. There's no carts available at all.
23 |condition and full with clothing and swap out hangers 23 Q So you' Il take a box weighing 40 to 45 pounds
24 (with the brand of Hugo Boss. So that's what | -- 24 (fromthe | oadi ng dock to your departnent?
25|something that | do every time | go. | just have to 25 A To ny -- yes, carrying themwal king fromthe
Page 30 Page 32
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1|receiving area to nmy stockroom Correct. 1 A Yes

2 Q And you do that every Wednesday? 2 Q How many hours does he allow you to work?

3 A It's pretty often. Not every Wednesday but 3 A 20 per week.

4lit's pretty often. 4 When you were given that work slip by

5 Q How of ten? 5|Dr. Bal akhani, who did you give it to?

6 A Maybe |ike every couple -- yeah, every couple 6 A Can you repeat the question for ne again

7 |weeks | need to keep working with those boxes, and it's 7 |pl ease

8|sonet hing that obviously everyone tell nme to do. MW 8 Q Who did you provide your work slip to?

9 |manager, the team to keep working with those things. 9 A I don't understand the question at all
10 Q Okay. Oher than the lifting of those 40- to 10 Q When Dr. Bal akhani gave you a work restriction
11|45- pound boxes, as well as the pushing and pulling of 11|of no working of nore than 20 hours per week, who did
12 |the rolling rack, can you think of any other physical 12 |you give that work restriction to at your job?
13 |duties that are required for the job? 13 A Gh. It was through, unm Bl oom ngdal es
14 A I have to stand on the floor for eight hours; 14 |Corporate. So they -- | have to contact them and send
15|carrying; cleaning the fitting roons; doing go-backs, 15|them-- send themall the information fromny primry
16 |whi ch means grabbing clothing and putting back to their 16 |doctor requesting the part-tine
17 |place; the walking in three-story building which is 17 Q Have you -- how do you contact Bl ooni ngdal es
18 |Bl oonmi ngdal es; clinmbing stairs in ny dress shoes for 18 | Cor por at e?
19 |eight hours. It can be pretty tough sonetinmes and 19 A I mean there's like, umm portal like -- it's
20 |painful. That's why |I've been taking painkillers for ny 20|l i ke an associate portal that | can go through and | can
21|legs and for ny lower extrenities, especially ny knees 21|file aclaim |It's like a-- in a leave of absence
22|and nmy ankl es. 22|It's called a | eave of absence, you know, |ike section
23 Q W'l get into your synptons. 23|so it's where you can claim-- or you can file a
24 Do you have a particular shift that you work, 24 |request
25|or does that vary? 25 Q Did you speak to anybody at your actual job

Page 33 Page 35

1 A It's vary. It's, umm-- it's vary. 1|l ocation about your need for |ight duties?

2 Q And as a full-tinme enployee, is that 37.5 hours 2 A I mention this to ny supervisor, and she told
3 |per week? 3[(nme that | have to do this through Macy's Corporate

4 A At this point |'mpart-tinmne. 4 Q Ckay. And when you say to your supervisor

5 Q Wien did you becone part-tine? 5|you' re tal king about to Lee?

6 A It's been like over -- a nonth and a hal f now. 6 A Lee. Correct. Yes

7 Q Way did your job change to part-tinme? 7 Q What did you tell Lee exactly?

8 A Well, the sane thing. M health condition is 8 A He can't do anything about it

9|not the best right now, and | asked Bl ooni ngdal es to 9 Q No. What did you tell Lee?

10|give nme like a light duty. 10 A That | -- yeah, that | needed to go for

11 Q Were you placed on light duty by a doctor, or 11|part-time at the present tinme because | was having |ike
12 |did you just ask Bl oom ngdales for it? 12|a health issues that I want to take care of

13 A By a doctor. | nention it before to 13 Q Did you tell Lee that your work issues were

14 |Bl oomi ngdal es that | have a few problens in the past, 14 |wor k-rel at ed?

15|but they didn't do anything at all so... 15 A Yes

16 Q Who is the doctor that placed you on |ight 16 Q What exactly did you say to hi mabout them

17 |duty? 17 |bei ng work-rel ated?

18 A My current doctor, Bal akhani. 18 A So | told himthat there's two things that

19 Q And that was about a nonth ago? 19 |have. But a few nonths ago | was having a bad case of
20 A Like a -- yeah, like five weeks now 'l say. 20 |anem a and these back problens and Lee knew about it and
21 Q Prior to five weeks ago, were you working 21|l told himlike | need less hours at work and he told ne
22 (full-tine? 22|go to -- talk to Legal Assets Departnent
23 A Yes. Yes. 23 Q You said you had anenia and back probl ens and
24 Q And has your doctor said you cannot work a 24 |Lee knew about it. Instead of what Lee knew, can you
25|certai n nunber of hours? 25(tell me what you told hinP Did you tell himyour anem a

Page 34
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1|was work-rel ated? 1 A Novenber .
2 A It was related to ny previous problemthat | 2 Q O 20227
3|have | ast year, yes. 3 A Last year. Correct. Yes.
4 Q Did you tell Lee that your anem a was 4 Q And that's when you went to the emergency room
5|wor k-rel ated? 5|that you nentioned earlier?
6 A I didn't specify it was anemia, but | have like 6 A Yes. Correct.
7|a very -- like a delicate condition that | have to take 7 Q Was there sonething that occurred? | know
8|care of. 8|you're not a doctor, but to your know edge, was there
9 Q M. Gamino, we'll get into all of that, but | 9 |sonmet hing that occurred that caused the internal
10 |j ust need the answer to nmy question, which is did you 10 | bl eedi ng?
11|tell Lee it was work-rel ated? 11 A I"'m-- I'"mnot sure.
12 A Yes. 12 Q Wien you went to the doctor in Novenber of
13 Q What you did say to hin? How did you explain 132022, what did they tell you was the cause of the
14 |it was work-rel ated? 14 |internal bl eedi ng?
15 A Well, | having like a bad tine carrying stuff 15 A They found like a, umm a little like, umm
16|like lifting, walking, and | needed time to recover from 16 |ulcer in ny |ower stomach.
17 |ny previous injury and fromny synptons that | have in 17 Q Were you --
18 |my lower back and stuff. 18 A Um it's -- it's nore like a cyst that | got
19 Q So what did you tell Lee? 19 |that bleed. Umm and again, | renenber those days we
20 A That. That | need part-tine in order to 20|had a lot of work at Bl oom ngdal es and, again, the
21|recover in order to get better for ny -- 21|(lifting thing is probably related to ny condition that |
22 Q So you told Lee that you were having a hard 22 |had, | believe. | had to be lifting stuff, carrying
23[time with the requirements of the job wi th wal king and 23 |stuff all over. It's related to -- to work. That
24 |carrying itens? 24 |causes ne this kind of problens.
25 A Yes. 25 Q You think the ulcer or the cyst is related to
Page 37 Page 39
1 Q When did you tell Lee that? 1|your work?
2 A Last year. Sonewhere |ast year. 2 A It's probably related to work, yes.
3 Q What did Lee tell you when you told himthat? 3 Q Has a doctor told you that?
4 A Again, he told me to go through |eave of 4 A It's -- yes.
5|absence departnent and talk to them about the part-tinme 5 Q What doctor told you?
6 [t hing. 6 A The doctor that saw me. He's in Culver City.
7 Q That was |ast year, but you didn't do it until 7|It's a GIl. doctor. He's -- | saw himwhen | went to
8|a nonth ago? 8 |ER
9 A Correct. 9 Okay?
10 Q Way did you wait until a nonth ago? 10 | stay in the hospital for five days. But
11 A Because | needed to work and ny probl ens becane 11 |obvi ously when you lift sonething when you're carrying
12 |nmore chronic and nore easy to deal with -- nore hard to 12 |stuff, maybe -- | nean you can bl eed because you're
13|deal with. [I'msorry. 13|carrying stuff. | mean it's kind of |ike an internal
14 Q Okay. So you were referencing that you had a 14 |bl eed.
15|prior problem and you needed tinme to recover. Was there 15 Q Did a doctor give you that opinion, or is that
16 |an acci dent that occurred or a specific event or injury 16 |your opinion?
17 |that occurred previously? 17 A The doctor nention that when he was with ne in
18 A Yes. 18 |the room because he asked nme a few questions about ny
19 Q What was that? 19 |work and | said yes, that's what | do at ny work. He --
20 A Umm | have like internal bleed. 20|he mention ne it was related. He said probably it's
21 Q I"msorry. You had a what? 21|related to that by lifting stuff, heavy stuff.
22 A Li ke an internal bleed. 22 Q Did you have a hernia?
23 Q Bl eedi ng? 23 A To be honest with you, they did a few things
24 A Bleed. | was bleeding internally. 24|like a few studies and stuff.
25 Q When did you have internal bleeding? 25 Can you hear ne?
Page 38 Page 40
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1 Q Yes. 1|condition to -- to tell people about ny condition.

2 A They did a few studies, but it's like, umm -- 2|was pretty depressed and | was pretty weak and that's
3(they nmentioned it's |ike probably like a cyst. They 3fit

4|don't -- yeah. 4 Q You said you were in the hospital for five

5 Q Okay. So you were in the hospital for five 5|days. How long did you nmiss fromwork in total ?

6 |days. Wen you were discharged, did you see any further 6 A So after | was released fromthe hospital, umm
7 |doctors for the condition of the ulcer or the cyst? 71if | renenber, | was like for another nonth on | eave of
8 A No. 8|absence. | was recovering at hone frommy condition

9 Q When you were discharged fromthe hospital, did 9 Q When you requested that |eave of absence, did
10|you tell anyone at Bl oom ngdal es that you'd been in the 10|you tell themit was a work-related | eave of absence or
11 |hospital for a work-related condition? 11 |just a nedical |eave of absence?
12 A Yes. 12 A It was just a nedical
13 Q Who did you tell? 13 Q So you had approxi mately a month and a week of f
14 A My coworker. She's one of ny closest 14 |fromwork then, and then you returned to your ful
15|coworkers. She went to visit me also to the hospital. 15|duties?
16 Q Did you tell anyone in a nanagerial capacity at 16 A Correct. |'mnot quite sure it was a nonth or
17 | Bl ooni ngdal es? 17 |al most two nmonths. It depend so just to let you know.
18 A Just her. oviously, in Blooningdal es or 18 Q During that nonth or two that you were off
19 |retail in general, they will ask where's Al an or where 19 |work, did you receive income from any source?
20|has he been. They just know | was delicate from health. 20 A No
21|That's it. But they don't know exactly what happened. 21 Q When you returned to work, did you return to
22 |Only ny coworker. 22 |your full duties?
23 Q What was the name of your coworker? 23 A Yes
24 A Renda. 24 Q Q her than the doctor, the internist that you
25 I'msorry? 25|saw at the energency roomand | guess the other doctors
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1 A Her nane is Renda Mesbabhi . 1|at the hospital, Southern California Hospital in Culver
2 Q Can you spell either the first nanme or the |ast 2|City, and the doctor that you nentioned to us in the

3 |name? 3|begi nning, Dr. Bal akhani, have you seen any other

4 A The first name it's R-e-n-d-a, Renda. Last 4 |doctors since Novernber of |ast year?

5|name Mesbahi, umm |et check her last nane. GCkay. Last 5 A No. Related to this problen®?

6 |[name M e-s-b-a-h-i. 6 Q For any reason

7 Q Al right. You say you told Renda that you 7 A I mean -- okay. So | just have -- yes, | have
8|t hought the condition was work-related, but you did not 8|seen an internal doctor. Like -- it's likea-- it's
9|tell anyone else. Wy did you not tell your supervisor 9|called -- what's the specialty? One of themis a

10|or someone in corporate? 10 |chiropractor and another one is, unm-- how do you cal
11 A Because | didn't know what was happening to ne. 11|it? -- the one who sees everything. | forgot the nane
12 |1 was bleeding for days. But | didn't know it was 12 Ms. FOLEY: Can | help? | think it was an

13 |work-related until | went to ER  You're doing retail 13 |internist

14|work. You're like this all the tine (indicating), you 14 I's that right?

15|know, and umm | -- and then of knowi ng everything when 15 THE WTNESS: Yes, an internist. Yeah, that
16|l was in ER and | had a bl ood transfusion because | 16 |one

17|didn't have bl ood. 17 Q BY M5. RODERICK: What internist did you see?
18 Q Wien you were released fromthe ER did you 18 A I amreally bad with last names in general. |
19 |tell anyone at Bl oom ngdal es that your condition had 19 |mean | can tell you which one it is.
20 |been work-rel at ed? 20 Ckay?
21 A Renda. Just ny friend. 21 Q Is it an internist that you were referred to by
22 Q Anyone el se? Wy did you not tell anyone in 22 |your attorney?
23 |managenent once you were rel eased fromthe ER and you 23 A Dr. Dal dal yan
24 |were aware that it was work-rel ated? 24 Okay. Wen did you see Dr. Dal dal yan?
25 A Back then | was not in a very good nental 25 A I can tell you. One second. The first tine
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1|saw Dr. Daldalyan it was March 21st of this year. 1|July, 2022?

2 Q Have you seen himagain or just the one tinme? 2 A It's when they started nore chronic. M work
3 A One tine. 3|has been the same since Septenber, 2019 working eight

4 Q And you were referred to that doctor by your 4 |hours in ny dress shoes lifting, carrying a |lot of

5[l awyer? S5|clothes all the tine

6 A Yes. 6 MS. FOLEY: Counsel, | just want --

7 Q And your |awyer also referred you to a 7 |apol ogi ze

8 |chiropractor? 8 Conti nue answering

9 A Correct. Yes. 9 I just wanted to clarify for ny client that

10 Q What's the name of the chiropractor? 10|there are two injuries he knows, and one is related to
11 A Okay. M chiropractor, his nane is 11|his orthopedic pain. It's the lower back pain. He wll
12 |Dr. Cof nung. 12 |describe it right now

13 Q How many tinmes have you seen Dr. Gof nung? 13 The other one is related to his stress at work
14 A So far, four. Like four. 14 |that is triggered by sone events at work related to

15 Q And you were referred to Dr. Gof nung by your 15|stress. So | think that the date related to July is

16 |l awyer as well? 16 |referring to the stress claim

17 A Yes. 17 Am | right?

18 MS. RODERI CK: Ms. Foley, no nedical reports 18 THE WTNESS: July? Yes

19 |have been served. Are you in receipt of any nedical 19 Ms. FOLEY: | just want to make sure he
20 |reports? 20 |understands that he's answering to two different clains
21 MS. FOLEY: Actually, | have nedical reports 21|and dates are different because of the nature of the
22 |fromDr. Daldalyan, and |'mwaiting for the reports from 22 |claim
23|Dr. Gofnung. 1'Il e-mail it to you soon as we get it 23 Q BY MS. RODERICK: What happened in July of 2022
24 {in. 24 |that caused your stress?
25 MS. RODERICK: Just as a remi nder, we do have a 25 A Um well, with Bloom ngdales, they -- | don't
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1|panel qualified nedical evaluation set up with 1|know if you have seen the news, but there's so nany

2 |(Dr. Mahboubi an. Obviously, we want any nedical reports 2 |robbery problens in the store. Constantly |'ve been
3|sent to himso the sooner you can serve it on us, the 3|told that | have to be close to these people that

4 |better. 4|normally cone into the store at night. It's nornally

5 MS. FOLEY: Sure. Sure. Absolutely. 5(when they cone to. And just to prevent |loss for the

6 THE WTNESS: |'mgoing to get my plug because 6 |company. So ny nmanager will ask me to be like a -- kind
7|my battery is little bit low Gve with ne one second. 7 |of very close to them

8 MS. RODERI CK: Go ahead and take a break and 8 And sonetines these probl ens have been

9(|then you can situate yourself. So I'll say two mnutes 9|associated to me being, umm very like, unmm

10 |or five m nutes? 10|unconfortabl e, stress, and very nervous position for me
11 THE WTNESS: Two minutes is fine. 11 |because sonetinmes | have to face these people in the

12 MS. RODERI CK:  Ckay. 12 |fitting room

13 (A recess was taken.) 13 Q Who are you tal ki ng about when you say you have
14 Q BY M5. RCDERICK: M. Gamino, | know you're not 14|to be close to then? Wio do you nean by "thent?

15|a lawyer, but | will represent to you that two 15 A The robbers. These people that will cone to
16 |applications for injuries have been filed. One has a 16 |the store and they will steal merchandise and ny manager
17 |cumul ative trauma period of July 24, 2022 to January 20, 17|will tell us or told me to be pretty aware of that and
182023 with injury to your nervous system head, digestive 18 |be close to themso they don't steal merchandi se

19 |system and abdonen. 19 Sonetinmes | have to put these people that --
20 Do you know why that period of July 24, 2022 to 20 |some of themare high, they're delusional, sweating in
21|January, 2023 has been pled? Ws there sonething that 21|the fitting rooms. And sonetines they will get
22|occurred during that period in particular? 22 |aggressive to me because they feel like | follow them
23 A | believe it's one of ny -- ny back problens 23 But this is the things that Bl ooningdal es has
24 |and shoul der becane nore consistent. 24(told me to go up against them W have a AP

25 Q So your back probl ens becane consistent as of 25|protection which is Asset Protection, but to be honest
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1|with you, we do nore than that. W are nore closer than 1 |anynore.

2 |security because we have to interact with these people 2 Q Did you report feeling stressed or feeling

3 |because sonme of themw |l have knives. Sone of them 3|unconfortable to anybody at Bl oom ngdal es?

4(will have probably guns, and | will really feel very 4 A To ny previous manager.

5|stressed about it. 5 Q To Oscar?

6 Q Have you been held up at gunpoint? 6 A Correct. Yes.

7 A Held up for -- | mean no. | have to do 7 Q Did you -- how | ong have you worked under Lee?
8|everything. Once they're -- they leave -- |'mtalking 8 A He's pretty new. He's been working for -- he
9|about the robbers -- A P. will come and just grab the 9|started last year. He's been there less than a year for
10 |nmerchandi se. But | have to interact with the client, 10 |sure.

11 |which is a robber, the whole tine. 11 Q Have you told Lee about the feelings of stress
12 Q My question is have you been held up at 12 |you have felt?

13 |gunpoi nt? Has sonebody put a gun at you? 13 A | used to have nore confidence to talk to ny
14 A One time a guy showed ne a knife and told ne 14 |previous manager. Lee -- | nean | don't feel that
15|not to say anything. 15|confortable sharing a lost stuff with him | would just
16 Q So a customer came in and showed a knife to you 16|tell himl don't feel right sometines, especially with
17 |and did he -- did he say he was taking merchandi se and 17 |ny chronic pains that | currently have.

18 |threatened you with that knife? 18 Q You said that -- or Counsel pointed out that
19 A He did it like a year ago, yeah. | had like a 19 |your application alleges the stress started in July of
20 |previ ous manager back then and he was all sweating. He 20|2022. Were you working under Lee at that tine?

21 |showed nme this and he said -- he told ne, "Just -- | 21 A Yes. Yeah, | think he started -- | think he
22 |don't need help," and he showed nme the -- a knife 22 |(was by July. He was brand new. Yeah.

23|[(indicating). And | was okay. Ckay. 23 Q So the incident with the knife was before July
24 So sonetimes they will put me like unsafe 24 |of 20227

25|positions that will cause ne like a big -- under stress 25 A It was |ast year, yes.
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1|at work, but | guess | have to do it. 1 Q Have you sought any nedical treatnent, either
2 Q Wien that occurred about a year ago you said 2|with a regular doctor or a psychiatrist or psychol ogist,
3|when the guy had a knife, did you wite up an incident 3|for the stress that you have felt?

4 report? 4 A So far |'ve just been taking over-the-counter

5 A I told my previous manager about that. 5|pills.

6 Q You just told the manager, but no report was 6 Q So the answer is no?

7|t aken? 7 A No.

8 A I don't knowif it was taken. | don't know. 8 Q Currently as your job is linmted to 20 -- let
9 Q What did you tell your manager? 9|me strike that and ask you are you currently working

10 A That the guy -- he have like a knife in his 10|still at Bl oomingdal es 20 hours a week?

11 |pocket. But he show ne. Not show up with intension to |11 A Yes.

12|do sonet hing against ne. But show nme he's got |ike 12 Q Wth your work hours restricted, have you felt
13|sonething in his pocket there. 13|l i ke you don't have as much orthopedic pains or as much
14 Q And you said you told that to the nmanager 14 |stress or is it still about the same?

15 |before Lee? 15 A The sane.

16 A Yes. 16 Q As you're only working 20 hours a week, what
17 Q Was that -- | know you gave us anot her 17 |el se do you do with your time just to kind of spend your
18 (manager's name. Was that Daniel Joyce? 18 |days?

19 A That was the first one. No. That was the one |19 A | try to stay honme. Trying to, unmm stretch a
20|after Daniel Joyce. H's nane -- you need names or? 20(little bit. Umm that's about it. | don't -- | don't
21 Q Pl ease. 21|do much, especially right nowthat | can't do much. 1
22 A Hi s name is Oscar Triana. 22|can't -- | can't run. | can't do exercise at all.

23 Q To your know edge, is Oscar still with the 23 Q When you say you cannot exercise at all, do you
24 |store? 24 |nmean you can't wal k either?

25 A He's -- he doesn't work for Bl oom ngdal es 25 A I nean in the norning, obviously |I wake up with
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1|l ower back pain all the tinme. That's why | keep taking 1|be very careful with that

2|these nedications all the tine (indicating). M 2 Q O her than going to the grocery store, what
3|shoul der hurts constantly. [It's like a chronic pain. 3|other activities do you do?

4(It's something that's not -- at least it's not going 4 A I wal k around the area. | just walk. Do ny
5|anywhere unless | take a pill. 5|wal ks. Sonetimes a friend will cone and just we have

6 Q Do you do any activities currently outside of 6 [wal ks

7 |the home, whether it be for fun or exercise or socially? 7 Q How far do you wal k?

8 [Anyt hi ng? 8 A Less than a mle. Just like a few bl ocks away
9 A I would go just for a coffee with friends. 9 Q Do you do any other activities?

10|That's it. 10 A No.

11 Q How of ten do you go for coffee? 11 Q Just tal king about your |ow back on the pains
12 A O ny friends will come here and they bring 12 |that you feel on a constant basis on a scale of 1 to 10
13|food. That's it. 13|with 1 being really minimal, just a tw nge that you

14 Probably once -- once a week. Especially right 14 |barely feel and 10 being excruciating where you

15|now that 1I'mworking part-tine, | don't -- | have to 15(literally feel you can't walk at all, where would you
16 |save what | -- what |'mearning; right? 16 |put the pains that you feel on that scale?

17 Q Do you have any income conming in to your 17 A Vell, if | don't take my pills, | will be 9

18 |househol d ot her than your wages from Bl ooni ngdal es? 18 Q And then the pain nedication that you

19 A No. 19 |referenced before, the Acetani nophen, that's the pain
20 Q So you' ve nentioned to me your chronic pain. 20 |medi cation that will cause your pains to be reduced?
21|Let's break it down. If you could like give ne a list 21 A The painkiller, yes
22 |of everything. | know you nentioned you' ve got |ow back 22 Q And when you take that nedication, where woul d
23|pain. Do you feel |ow back pain on a constant basis? 23 |you put the pains that you feel in your |ow back?
24 A Yes. 24 A 5.
25 Q So on a constant basis do you nean 24 hours a 25 Q Al'l right. You also nmentioned that you have
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1|day? 1|pains in your shoulder. Which shoulder are you

2 A Especial ly around today because it's where I'm 2|referring to?

3|normal Iy wal king doing activities going to the grocery 3 A Sonetinmes they're both, but this one is
4|store. It's constantly. |It's |ike eight hours pain. 4|more -- the left is nore than the right one

5 Q I"msorry. Wat did you say about going to the 5((i ndi cati ng)

6 |grocery store? 6 Q Wien was the first time you noticed shoul der

7 A So, yeah, the pain will be there during the day 7 |pai ns?

8 |because |I'mdoing activities; right? |1'mgoing to the 8 A A year ago

9|grocery store and |ifting bags, not heavy. And 9 Q Do you have the shoul der pains on a constant
10 |obviously that will cause a little bit of painin ny 10 |basi s?

11 |shoul der, in ny |ower back. 11 A Yes

12 Q We're just tal king about your |ow back. We'll 12 Q On that sane scale of 1 to 10, where do you put
13 |get to the shoul der. 13 |the shoul der pains?

14 So that's what | was tal king about when we were 14 A 8

15 |di scussing activities outside of the hone before, and 15 Q Have you told Dr. Bal akhani about your shoul der
16 |you said you just go to coffee with friends. But now 16 |pai ns?

17 |you're telling nme that you do activities. You do go to 17 A Yes

18 |the grocery store. That's kind of what | was neaning 18 Q Did you tell the doctor about a year ago? |Is
19 |before. 19 |that when you first sought treatment?

20 A Ckay. 20 A A year ago | have painkillers on the counter.
21 Q So when you go to the grocery store, you say 21(So Dr. Bal akhani, he's kind of new. He started seeing
22 |you do lift things, but you try to limt what you lift? 22|nme like last year. But this year | told himabout ny
23 A Yes. 23 |current pains

24 Q How much can you lift? 24 Q Q her than your | ow back and both shoul ders

25 A I would say only 20 pounds. |'mtake -- try to 25|(with the left being nore than the right, do you fee
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1|pains in any other part of your body currently? 1|controlled at this point. It can conme back, but that's
2 A Yes. 20it.
3 Q Wher e? 3 Q Do you currently have any internal synptons?
4 A In ny neck and | ower extremties. 4 A In nmy abdonen you nean?
5 Q How often do you feel pains in your neck? 5 Q Yes.
6 A It's often. It's often. | mean -- again, 6 A No. It's controlled. M prinmary doctor, he
7|everything is every day. Every day. | take the pills 7|Wll prescribe me pills to control nmy synptons -- ny
8|every day. This part hurts, yes (indicating). 8 |problems, my internal problens.
9 Q Do you feel the neck pain on a constant basis 9 Q Are you currently taking nedication for your
10|li ke the back pain? 10|i nternal problens?
11 A Correct. Yes. 11 A Yes.
12 Q On that sane scale of 1 to 10, where do you put 12 Q What's that nedication?
13|the pain that you feel in your neck? 13 A It's called Pantoprazole, 4 mlligrans.
14 A I would say 8. 14 Q Can you spell it for us?
15 Q When you say |ower extrenities, are you talking 15 A Yeah. | have it here. Do you want me to show
16 |about your legs all the way fromyour buttocks all the 16 |you --
17 |way down to your feet on both |egs? 17 Q Yes, please.
18 A Yes. 18 A So this helps ne for the internal bleeds.
19 Q Is the right leg worse than the left, or are 19|P-a-n-t-o0-p-r-a-z-o-1-e.
20 |they about the sane? 20 Q How of ten do you take Pantoprazol e?
21 A They' re about the same. But | feel nore pain 21 A One in the norning and one in the evening.
22|inny -- ny left one (indicating). Yes. 22 Q Did you one take one this norning?
23 Q I's there a part of your lower extremty that 23 A Yes.
24 |you feel nore pain in than in other parts? 24 Q Did you forget to nmention that earlier when we
25 A M/ knees and ny ankles, especially with those 25|asked you about the medication you took in the last 24
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1|dress shoes for four years. 1|hours?
2 Q Do you currently have pain in any other part of 2 A I -- 1 forgot.
3 |your body? 3 Q Did you take any other mnedications?
4 A No. This is just the current pain that | have 4 A Just this one and prep. Do you need the name?
5(right now. And the |ower back, neck, and ny ankles 5 Q Do you have the nedication on you for the prep?
6|right now, they're hurting right now Yes. 6 A Yes. D-e-s-c-0-v-y.
7 Q In regard to your synptons of stress, do you 7 Q And you take Descovy every norning as well?
8|currently feel depression, anxiety, or any other 8 A Yes, this is called prep. It's like a
9 |enptional issues? 9|preventive HV nedication. |'mHV negative, but it
10 A Anxiety. Umm | have difficult tinme to sleep. 10 |hel ps to prevent to get it.
11|And it's been for nonths now. Yes. 11 Q Did you take any other nedications within the
12 Q I's your difficulty with sleeping because of the 12|l ast 24 hours?
13 |orthopedic pain you feel, or is it because of your 13 A No. Wth the painkillers, it's just good and
14 |enotional state? 14 |the Protonix, Pantoprazole it's good. | don't take nore
15 A It's nore the enptional state of work. | just 15|than that.
16 |feel some pressure. 16 Q You advi sed us of the hospitalization that you
17 Q Gt her than the orthopedic pains you've 17 |had in Novermber of 2022. Have you ever been
18 |expl ai ned for us and your anxiety and your difficulties 18 |hospitalized at any other occasion?
19 |sl eeping, do you currently have any other problens that 19 A After Novenber or before?
20 |you attribute to your work at Bl oom ngdal es? 20 Q Any tinme.
21 A Wel |, besides those two things, the orthopedic 21 A Yes.
22 |and the stress, anxiety part, | have internal thing. 22 Q When were you hospitalized other than the
23 Q I"msorry. You said you have internal issues? 23 |Novenber, 2022 hospitalization?
24 A Just that, the one we were tal king about before 24 A It occurred, umm-- | would say June, 2021.
25|about the -- the bleedings. That's sonmething that is 25 Q And what were you in the hospital for?
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1 A It was for the sane issue. The -- | had like 1 Q And what do you nean by that?
2|an internal bleed. 2 A Internet. | go -- like a lawer that will take
3 Q What hospital were you at for that? 3|care of this kind of situations.
4 A The same one. It's called Southern California 4 Q Do you know of any other individuals that work
5|Hospital Culver City. It was for the sane problem sane 5(for Bl ooningdal es or currently work for Bl ooningdal es or
6 |i ssue. 6|used to work for Bloom ngdales that retained Ms. Fol ey?
7 Q And I"'msorry. You said that was June of 2021? 7 A I have no idea. No.
8 A Yes. It was June. Around June, 2021. 8 Q Because of the nature of your claim the fact
9 Q How | ong were you in the hospital at that tine? 9|that you' ve filed a stress-related claim some of these
10 A I think it was like four -- four days. | was 10 |questions that 1'mgoing to ask you may seema little
11 |hospitalized four days. 11 |personal, but it's only because you have that stress
12 Q How much time did you miss fromwork at that 12|claimfiled. So with that said, you said that you cane
13 |time? 13|to the --
14 A Five weeks, | think. It has to be a closer 14 Ms. FOLEY: Counsel ?
15(|time, or it has to be very specified like -- it has to 15 MS. RODERI CK:  Yes?
16 |be like a close time or -- never mnd. It's fine. 16 Ms. FOLEY: Counsel, | apologize. |f you going
17 Q Did any doctors tell you in June of 2021 that 17|to a second part and apparently you want to touch that
18 |the internal bleeding was work-rel ated? 18 |psych claim for how |l ong because | have a second
19 A I don't renenber. 19 |deposition today and | -- it's in person and
20 Q Did the doctors tell you any reason why you 20 |unfortunately | will have to | eave and drive.
21 |were having internal bleeding in June of 20217 21 MS. RODERI CK:  Ckay. Fair enough.
22 A No. 22 Ms. FOLEY: So | don't have much time left.
23 Q Have you been hospitalized on any other 23 MS. RODERICK: Wiy don't we do this. It is
24 |occasi on? 24 |noon, isn't it?
25 A Just those two. Last year in Novenber and 25 Ms. FOLEY: Uh-huh.
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1|last -- in 2021 in June. 1 MS. RODERICK: Wy don't we then defer the
2 Q Just to be clear, have you been hospitalized on 2 |psych questions. W'Ill do a deposition Volune I1. |
3|any other occasions? 3|know he hasn't event sought psych yet so maybe just
4 A No. 4 |defer it and see where the clai mgoes.
5 Q Have you ever broken any bones? 5 MS. FOLEY: Yeah.
6 A No. 6 MS. RODERICK: And I'Il reserve ny right for
7 Q Have you ever sustained any injuries in any 7 |defendant to take that part of the claim and we'll just
8|other accidents or incidents, and |'mbeing really broad 8|proceed with the orthopedic portion at this point?
9|on purpose. Wat | nmean is have you had an injury in a 9 MS. FOLEY: Let's do that.
10|car accident, or have you had an injury in relation to a 10 MS. RODERI CK: Ckay. Fair enough. Fair
11|slip-and-fall or a sports-related accident, a dog bite? 11 |enough. Al right.
12 |Any kind of injury or incident? 12 Then do you have any questions you need to put
13 A No. 13 |on the record?
14 Q Have you retained an attorney to assist you 14 Ms. FOLEY: | might have just a couple
15|with a personal injury other than Ms. Foley in regard to 15 |questions.
16 |this workers' conpensation matter? 16 Ms. RODERI CK:  Maybe what we can do -- do you
17 A No. 17 |want to take a little break and | ook at your
18 Q I don't want to know anything Ms. Foley told 18 |questions --
19 |you or you said to her. That is all privileged. How 19 Ms. FOLEY: No.
20|did you find Ms. Foley to retain? 20 MS. RODERICK: -- or are you ready?
21 A How did I find? 21 MS. FOLEY: No.
22 Through a friend? |Is that what you said? 22 MS. RODERICK: I'll just pass the questioning
23 A No. How do -- howdid | find her? 23|to you.
24 Q Yes. 24 Ms. FOLEY: Ckay.
25 A I did ny research. 25(/11
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1 EXAM NATI ON 1|pl ease.

2|(BY Ms. FOLEY: 2 Q What woul d be the reason why you stop reporting

3 Q Al an, can you please tell me if you remenber 3[to himyour nedical issues?

4 |the time when you' ve been hired by Bl ooningdal es? 4 A Because they won't do anything about it.

5 A Yes. | was hired -- | was hired in Septenber, 5 MS. FOLEY: Ckay. | have no further questions.

6(2019. 6

7 Q So during that time you probably signed sonme 7 FURTHER EXAM NATI ON

8 | paper wor k. 8|BY MS. RODERI CK:

9 A Probably | did, yes. 9 Q When you applied for -- through the enployee
10 Q Do you renenber the docunents that you signed? 10 |portal for your |eave of absence, did you put on your
11 A | don't renenber. 11 |application paperwork that your need for a | eave of
12 Q Was there anyone who was expl aining to you what 12 |absence was due to a work-related injury?

13 |you are signing? 13 A | don't renenber.

14 A No. No. Unh-unh. 14 MS. RODERI CK:  Ckay.

15 Q Di d anyone specifically explain to you your 15 Then | know Counsel has to get to another

16|rights in workers' conpensation? 16 |deposition. So for purposes of today's deposition, we

17 A No. 17 |can enter into a stipulation, and of course the

18 Q Di d anyone explain to you the difference 18 |def endant reserves the right for a deposition vol ume

19 |between specific injury and curmulative injury in 19 |two.

20 |wor kers' conp? 20 For the purposes of today's deposition, |

21 A No. 21 |propose that we relieve our court reporter of her

22 Q Did anyone explain to you your duty to report 22 |custodial duties relating to the transcript;

23 |your industrial injury? 23 And instead the transcript will be sent to

24 A Unh- unh. 24 |counsel for the deponent;

25 Q When you' ve been talking to your first 25 That the deponent will be entitled to read his
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1|supervisor about your injury, did that supervisor ever 1|testinmony, make any changes he feels necessary, and sign

2 |suggest that you go to industrial nedical clinic of 2 |under penalty of perjury;

3 | Bl oomi ngdal es? 3 And the defendant through ny office will be

4 A No.  Unh-unh. 4 |noticed of any changes nade and/or sinply that the

5 Q How did you feel about it? Was it frustrating 5|transcript has been signed;

6|or not? 6 And if that is not done within 45 days after

7 A O course it was frustrating because | -- | 7 |receipt of the original transcript in counsel's office,

8|didn't feel | have the support fromthe conpany | work 8|that a certified copy may be used with the same force

9|for, and | just ended up buying the stuff under the 9|and effect for any nedical/legal evaluation and/or any
10 |counter |ike CVS pharmacy working to keep going. But 10 |hearings?
11|they never ask me to anything |like that. 11 MS. FOLEY: So stipul ated.
12 Q So when you had a second supervisor, apparently 12
13 |you didn't report to himyour nedical issues 13
14 |wor k-rel at ed. 14 (Deposition concluded at 12:03 P.M)
15 A I mention it one time. | don't speak with him 15
16|at all, especially personal stuff, because | don't feel 16 - 000-
17 |confident to talk to himabout stuff. | just nention it 17
18 |one time. The situation at work is not going for nme 18
19|right, and | need to take a break or | need to take |ess 19
20 |hours and stuff. That's the only thing | say. 20
21 Q Did he offer to you to go to nedical clinic? 21
22 A No. 22
23 Q Wuld it be a reason not to report to himany 23
24 |future nedical issues that you had? 24
25 A Can you repeat the question again for ne, 25
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1 DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

2 *oxx

3 I, ALAN GAM NO, the witness herein declare under

4 |penalty of perjury that | have read the foregoing deposition
5linits entirety and that the testinony contained therein, as
6|corrected by ne, is a true and accurate transcription of ny
7 |testinony elicited at said tinme and pl ace.

8

9 Dated this day of s
10(2023.

11

12

13 ALAN GAM NO

14

15

16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

2

3 I, Ruth Ikeda Sato, CSR No. 12671, a Certified
4 |Shorthand Reporter within and for the State of
5|California, RPR do hereby certify

6 That prior to being exam ned, the w tness naned
7|in the foregoing deposition solemly stated that the
8|testinony given in this deposition would be the truth
9(the whole truth, and nothing but the truth;

10 That said deposition was taken renotely before
11|me at the time and place set forth and was taken down by
12 |me in shorthand and thereafter reduced to conputerized
13 |transcription under ny direction and supervision, and
14 |hereby certify the foregoing deposition is a full, true
15|and corrected transcript of ny shorthand notes so taken
16 | further certify that | amnot of counsel for
17 |nor related to, any party to said action, nor in any way
18 |interested in the outcone thereof

19

20 Dated: April 24, 2023, at Cypress
21|California

22

23

24

”5 RUTH | KEDA SATO, CSR NO 12671
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